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Lindsay Reinholt performing as Rosalinda in Die Fledermaus; Opera Excerpts w ere hosted by faculty of m usic this weekend. Arts, page 13.

The impact of larger class sizes
The Cord examines the contentious issue of class size and how Laurier seeks to
reconcile funding, reputation and quality of education as the university grows
Funding
MIKE LAKUSIAK
STAFF WRITER

Despite MacLean's magazine's ranking of Laurier as fourth in the nation
overall among primarily undergraduate universities, there is a lingering
issue oncampus with regards to increased class sizes that may detract
from the school's reputation.
Since the last academic year, Laurier's student population has grown
eight per cent; since the year 2ooo,
enrolment has almost doubled from
7,952 to nearly 15,000 students.
This increase has implications
for every aspect of the university;
the more adverse effects include
increased class size and an overall change in Laurier's academic
environment.

As a university, Laurier depends on
government funding, which impacts
class size.
"One thing notto lose focus on
here is that we are dealt the cards we
are dealt by the government as far as
how we're funded as an institution;'
said vice-president of academics
Deb MacLatchy.
Part of the funding crunch that
contributes to cuts, resulting in areduction in classes offered and larger
class size, has to do with Laurier's
program offerings and the large faculty of arts.
Larger class sizes are most noticeable in the arts, and Laurier receives less funding per arts student
than for students in other faculties
such as the sciences or business.
"Because we have a high

proportion of arts students, we have
proportionately fewer dollars coming in from the government;' said
MacLatchy.
"It's the government that doesn't
value arts students and says that
they're cheap to teach."
According to vice-president of
finance Jim Butler, since the year
2000 the number of faculty has increased in proportion to the student
population.
While funding has not increased
along with growth, the number of
faculty has in the hopes of maintaining smaller class sizes.
Yet as the fall semester comes to
a close the university still does not
have final numbers of the current
faculty to student ratio.

''

It's the government

that doesn't value arts
students and says that
they're cheap to teach:'

- Deb MacLatchy. vice-president:academic

News, page 5

After a month hiatus, the Wilfrid
Laurier University Students' Union
board of directors met last Friday
and among other things discussed
several election reforms for the 2010
election.
The subject of heated debate revolved around policies proposed by
the elections policy review committee and the recommendations they
made to the board.
"This year I kind of just wanted
to transform [the election] and do
something new;· said this year's
chief returning officer (CRO) Nicole
Rabry.
Although a few minor changes
were made to the elections policy,
the board rejected the majority of
the recommendations put forth by
the committee.
These included: no campaigning
on election day, reducing the number of signatures for candidates to
two, acclaiming people to positions
if there are not enough candidates
and removing the policy that states
that WLUSU is not allowed to offer their opinion on referendum
questions.
"Some of the policies that weren't
passed I thought would get passed;'
said committee chair and director
Christopher Oberle.
Board chair Saad Aslam noted
that although the committee puts an
immense amount of research into
their recommendations, the board
has the final say.
"The board can either take it or
leave it and in this instance the
board decided that they didn't want
to take all the advice that the elections policy review committee
suggested:'
Throughout the nearly fourhour meeting, election policy was
the topic that drew the most debate, with many divisions amongst
directors.
The tension in the room was obvious; at one point the conversation escalated to director Andrew
Fryer telling Aslam to "slow the fuck
down:'
"When you've got 14,000 thoughts
of students on your shoulders people are going to get heated about
their opinions," commented director
News. page 4

Inside
Men's volleyba~l
scores upset w1n

Coping with
bipolar disorder

Behind the Hawk:
The lkram brothers

Chatting with
Professor Kuling

After losing five straight matches,
the Golden Hawks' men's
volleyball team shocked the top
team in the CIS, the McMaster
Marauders, downing them 3-1

Speaking at the University of
Waterloo, Margaret Trudeau talks
about her struggles with mental
illness, abusing marijuana and her
marriage to Pierre Elliott

Despite being diagnosed with a
blood disorder, cross-country
stars Shoaib and Sohaib Ikram
have experienced great success in
their short time as Hawks

1VO best lecturer nominee Peter
Kuling talks to The Cord about
being a young professor at Laurier,
his relationships with students
and working in video production
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Find some doubt, it can be
humbling
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This week in quotes

From the archives

''

5years

We are dealt the cards
we are dealt by the

government as far as
how we're funded as an
institution:'
-Vice-president academic Deb
McLatchy responding to the many
critiques about increased class sizes.
"It's been a bit shocking to see that we're doing so well:'
-Assistant-vice president offinance NazAbdul/a, regarding
WLUSU revenues being $96,000 ahead ofbudget.

Board of directors supports part-time professors
The Wilfrid Laurier University Students' Union board of directors passed
motions of support for Laurier's part-time faculty and librarians. The two
motions expressed support towards the part-time faculty under their current working conditions, and a commitment to lobby administration to increase the institutional and financial support available for part-time professors. The Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty Association (WLUFA) had been
in negotiations with the university administration since April. WLUFA was
pushing for several changes including continuing appointment year-to-year
instead of being let go every April.
Printed Nov. 24. 2004

"I could get a pinata for $500 with my face and name on it:'
-Director Sunny Chan, speaking to thefoil-reimbursement policyfor candidates
running in student elections, if there were no stipulations on it.

'There are pretty much no
bike spaces on campus ...
The Cord runs abortion feature
[since] they took out the
The Cord ran a two-part series on abortion which featured an interview with
ones by the library."
Dr. Henry Morgentaler. The article came just weeks after a Toronto jury had
-Kelly
Grevers
acquitted Morgentaler of guilty charges for performing an illegal abortion.
Morgentaler was quoted stating that he thinks that after five months aborFourth-year arts

25years

50 years
Scandal in the Torque Room
The Cord reported that certain individuals were receiving milk from the
"modem cow" without intending to or actually paying for it and that student's attitudes towards Torque Room staff had also been a serious problem.
The article stated that if students insisted on being inconsiderate, or unpleasant occurrences continued drastic measures would have been taken.
Printed Nov. 27-1959

"It was very difficult to be put up on this pedestal of what I call
the crown jewel of the federal penitentiary system:'
-Margaret Trudeau on living with all the boundaries that being a prime minister's wife entails.
"For all the disgusted looks, the eyes of awe, and shaking
of heads ... we are the brothers bound by the mo:'
-Fourth-year rugby player Patrick Brooks who is participating in the Movember
"Take it from an old man"
-Former director Bryn Ossington, speaking about the six
elections he has witnessed since he's been at Laurier

Photo of
the week

Bag 0' Crime
Injured/Sick Person
Location: Athletic Complex
Reported: Nov. 16,@ 10:59 p.m.
A male student received a cut to his
lower lip while playing squash in the
Athletic Complex. ERT attended and
recommended the individual go to
the hospital for an assessment.

Break and enter
Location: Bricker Residence
Reported: Nov. 20 @ 9:03 a.m.
An inside door on the first floor of
Bricker Residence was kicked in by
person(s) unknown. A check of the
room proved that no items were taken. At this time it is uncertain if it is
a break and enter or vandalism.

Crush Luther lead singer Luther
Mallory performs a set in the
Concourse last Thursday,
promoting Radio Laurier
Presents, which took place at
Maxwell's Music House that
evening.

Alarm

thecord.ca

Location: Science Building
Reported: Nov. 19@ 6:47a.m.
Officers responded to a sprinkler
malfunction in the Science Building. Area was checked and the alarm
reset.

This Week Around Laurier
photo gallery
NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

CORRECTION
In the Nov. 18 article entitled "Family needs to retain its importance in society" it was stated that according to Statistics Canada in 2005-06 the rate of
natural population increase in Canada was at a mere 0.0033 per cent. Canada's rate of natural increase is estimated at 3·3 per 1,000 in 2005-06. The
Cord apologizes for this error.
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Suspicious vehicle
Location: University Stadium
Reported: Nov. 21@ 8:50p.m.
Officers observed a vehicle parked
in lot #9 at University Stadium with
a male and female inside. Subjects
were asked to leave the premises.
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Location: Alumni Field
Reported: Nov. 22@ 10:59 p.m.
A female turned her ankle while
playing Frisbee on Alunmi Field.
ERT responded and attended to the
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Read the full version online
victim.
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Location: Residence
Report~d: Nov. 22 @4:16a.m.
Person(s) unknown set off afire extinguisher in a residence.
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"No. I know a bunch of
people who lean their
bikes up against buildings
and stuff."
-Sabrina Simmons
Third-year psychology

Property damage

Volunteers

pmillar@thecord.ca

Advertising

Location: Residence
Reported: Nov. 22@ 3:27a.m.
Officer attended a call dealing with
an intoxicated male in the parking
garage of a residence. The student
was awake and coherent. He was
offered a taxi but elected to walk
home.

Cord Web Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . • . . ...•• Adam Lazzarato

lgivetash~thecord.ca

In Depth Editor

Intoxicated person

Location: FNCC
Reported: Nov. 22 @3:26a.m.

Arrest

"Considering the amount of
people who use bikes there
seems to be enough."
-Mikael Malcolm
Third-year
computer science

A Laurier student was arrested and
charged in the Turret for failing to
leave premises when directed when
he would not leave during a fire
alarm.

ing these or any other incidents please
cal/519-885-3333 or Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS. The Bag 0' Crime is
submitted by WLU Special Constable
Service.

Local ODd National Editor..............• LINDA GIVETASH

Next issue: Dec. 2, 2009

Is there enough
parking spots for
bikes on campus?

tions should be extremely rare because, "It's not really human, because it
doesn't have a brain until the fifth month:'
Printed on Nov. 15 and22, 1984

"There's a conscious line that I'm a professor and I have a life elsewhere
and a life with my students. But my life with my students is solely work:'
-Laurier professor Peter Kuling, speaking about separating his academic and personal
life. Kuling plays Professor Kuling on BITE 1V's show Recessionomics.
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eonr. natiorW ad\om:ising agency.

The Cord will alwayt attempt to do what it right, with fear of neither
~iora, nor retaliation. The purpose of the student prns it to

act aa an qmt of aoc:ia1 awareneu, and so shall m nduc:t the a.ffilirs
of our newspaper.

Q.uotooltlw_..

,mort._,

.,.,.. wrysmlght
I tltnci](M~r.te.•
- Photography Manager YusufiGdwai to Sports Editor Justin Fal.ltaa. when he •howed up to tbe office
Sa~ night Wr hil work ChrUtmaa Party.
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WLUSU to host Retro
Students' union reports
Rewind at Turret
$96,000 ahead of budget One-time event will take place this
LINDA GIVETASH
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

Despite underbudgeting and a
$JOO,ooo misallocation of funds
following the sixth period in the
union's financial calendar, the Wilfrid Laurier University Students'
Union is $g6,ooo ahead of budget.
"We were ahead of budget in a lot
of our departments and we also had
increased revenue in our business
operations;• said Laura Sheridan,
president ofWLUSU, in response
to the financial snapshot presented
at the Nov. 20 board of directors'
meeting.
The Terrace and Wilf's are ahead
of budget by $18,301 and $52,889
respectively, which the union attributes to improvements to the establishments' efficiency and new customer focus.
"Basically with the business operations a lot of them have been doing really well;' said Naz Abdulla,
assistant vice-president of finance
forWLUSU.
The increased enrolment of students this year has also provided
more customers for on-campus
business operations.
Abdulla explained that any excess revenue would be transferred to
cover other areas of the budget.
"Our goal as a union is to meet

that $328,ooo discrepancy;• said
Abdulla. The original budget for
the 2009-10 school year included a
misallocation of $JOO,ooo that had
failed to be calculated towards the
campus clubs budget.
"It doesn't mean that we've lost
$JOO,ooo, all it means is that we
have $JOO,ooo less than what we expected to have through our budgets;'
explained Sheridan.
The remainder of the under-budgeting includes the $2 5,000 market
research that was passed at June's
board of directors' meeting.
"We're now at the worst situation budget-wise, but the actuals
are looking 10 times better;• said
Abdulla.
Although the union is ahead of
budget, it will not be certain what
the total unspent resources will be
until the end of period 10.
"At that point, I will be able to say
with perfect confidence that this is
the way we're going to end the year;•
said Mike McMahon, general manager ofWLUSU.
The Turret is also $19,000 ahead
of budget after period six. This is
a substantial improvement to last
year when the business was losing
money.
The increased revenue is attributed to the restructuring of the facility
in eliminating the Friday nightclub
night for special events bookings.

~~

•..,.,.. c.,....

"We're going to have to trade off
nightclub business for the overall
strategy of having an excellent student venue for concerts and everything else," said McMahon.
Despite bringing in more revenue
than expected, the budget for Turret this year was significantly lower
than last year.
"When we did our budget we
planned for the worst of the worst
for the Turret;' said Abdulla.
The current structure of the Turret programming is most likely going to progress through the remainder of the year.
"It's a more responsible program
for the students' union to offer;' said
Sheridan.

New digital sign
- WLUSU will be installing a new
sign outside the entrance to the
Fred Nichols Campus Centre.
-Cost: $42.000
-Capital expenditure is funded by
the student life levy and the special projects fund that is to complete the remainder of the quad
construction.
- Goal is to use the sign to provide information on events. services and programming.

I Creating

Friday; Turret now focusing on alternate
programming as part of strategic plan
JACQUELINE HOVIUS
STAFF WRITER

Though the Turret has remained
closed to the general Laurier student body on Friday nights since last
March, this Friday it will be open for
a special Retro Rewind event hosted
by campus clubs.
Lawrence Maclin, assistant vicepresident of campus clubs and faculty associations, said that his team
wanted to give students an opportunity to "enjoy Retro Rewind one
more time this year:'
"Retro Rewind in previous years
was very successful, and we felt that
there was still a very strong demand
for it;' said Maclin.
Laura Sheridan, president of the
Wilfrid Laurier University Students'
Union, explained that she thinks
the night will appeal to the student
body, because of positive retro experiences many Laurier students had
in the past.
"Of course it [will] bring back
memories of regular Retro Rewinds
at the Turret last year, but this is for
one night only;• she said.
Sheridan explained the on-campus nightclub has been reserving
Friday nights for committees, clubs

and students to book and run their
events.
This was a decision of the Turret strategic planning committee, in
response to the student survey that
was launched earlier this year.
"It's natural for there to be changes in what's offered through the
Turret, because we always want to
be designing a program that's best
suited to the demographic of students coming through Laurier," said
Sheridan.
Sheridan explained that the strategic plan identified that it would be
ideal for WLUSU to have only one
Turret night a week.
"[This] is why we have our regular programming on Saturday evenings and open up the Turret on Friday nights for special events," said
Sheridan.
With the Turret opening up this
Friday for such an event, Maclin is
optimistic that the student body will
really enjoy it, especially with dean
of students David "Daddy Mac" McMurray and DJ Jeyas Balaskanthan
on the guest list.
"It's going to be a really exciting
event, and we are expecting a lot of
people to come out:'

dialogue on cycling

Network hopes to better understand Laurier's biking needs
TARYN ORWEN-PARRISH
STAFF WRITER

MYLES WILSON STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Despite overcrowding at some bike racks, many students have not
been discouraged and continue to cycle to the university.

On Thursday, the newly formed
Laurier Bike Network held their second official meeting.
Throughout the hour and a half.
topics of discussion ranged from
possible partnership opportunities with other campus clubs to
cross-campus initiatives to promote
cycling.
The main consensus among the
15 attendees was to gain a better understanding of how to address the needs of the Laurier biking
community.
The Laurier Bike Network, a combination of students, staff and faculty, formed an initial concern for the
lack of bicycle parking on campus.
"What started out as concern
about a specific issue has become

a network of people who are interested in that much broader role
of moving forward with creating a
much stronger cycling culture on
campus and a stronger set of infrastructures to support that culture;•
said Alex Latta, an assistant professor of global studies and chair of the
Laurier Bike Network.
Upcoming initiatives include repairing existing bike rack deficiencies on campus, reaching out to the
Laurier cycling community to assess
their needs and possibly making
bike shelters, lockers and signage
available on campus.
Latta states that the Laurier Bike
Network wants to send a strong
message that cycling is valued.
"[We] need to build within the
Laurier community the sense that
cycling is a viable form of transport.
A lot of people think that if you're a
cyclist, you're some sort of eco hero

and I think that needs to change.
People need to see cycling as viable
as driving a car or taking a bus:'
Latta further commented on
how the university as an institution
needs to adopt a stronger role in society in regards to forging social and
cultural changes.
"Universities are a place where
we need to be demonstrating that
it's possible to do things differently;•
said Latta.
"Climate issues is one of the places where universities need to be taking the lead more than they currently are and supporting cycling is one
the ways they can do that. [Laurier]
in particular is behind the curve,"
said Latta.
"(We must] recognize the need to
do that catching up so that Laurier is
in the forefront:'
The Laurier Bike Network's next
meeting will be in early December.

Laurier Debating Society finds competition strong
Members set to travel to World University Debating Championship in Turkey over the Christmas break
TARYN ORWEN-PARRISH
STAFF WRITER

Last weekend, members from the
Laurier Debating Society competed
in the National Championships for
Intercollegiate Debate held at the
University of British Columbia.
Two teams represented Laurier.
Members of Laurier's first team,
James Spaester and Jordan Schmidt,
placed 36th out of 52 teams, whereas members of the second team,
Kira Misiewicz and Peter Li, placed
50th out of 52 teams.

Members stayed to watch the finals where Ian Freeman and current
national champion Richard Lizius
from the University of Toronto won
first place.
"This year we didn't fare as well.
Competition was tough," said
Spaester, president of the Laurier
Debating Society.
Laurier competed in five rounds,
debating on topics such as arranged marriage, foreign aid and
euthanasia.
"We were each first propositioned
twice on international relations topics, which are generally considered

harder;' said Misiewicz, vice-president of marketing and communications for the Laurier Debating
Society.
Schmidt explains that being first
propositioned, meaning the first to
speak, can be difficult.
"Statistically, first propositioned
is most likely to lose the debate just
because they're the first two people
to speak and then there's two teams
of opposition to kind of rip apart
what they've said and then a second
team of government who has had
more time to prepare;' explained
Spaester.

"First propositioned is the toughest spot you can get:'
Team members also felt that Laurier faced stronger competition due
to this year's venue location.
Schools part of the central division for the Canadian University
Society for Intercollegiate Debate
(CUSID), located in Quebec and
Ontario, sent fewer teams as a result
of the far distance.
"This year, the competition was
harder because it was further away
so that people from central were
only going to send their very best
teams;' said Misiewicz.

While the team members had
hoped to place higher, Misiewicz
explains the tournament was great
practice for future competitions.
"It was good training though, we
sent a second team this year because we wanted to also gain experience for the future tournaments
such as world's (which is] being held
in Turkey this December:'
The Laurier Debating Society will
continue to practice weekly until
they send two teams to the World
University Debating Championship
in Turkey from Dec. 26 to Jan. 4·
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Board heatedly debates election

''

I feel like I'm being
railroaded into bad

decisions:'

Proposed : 100 per cent reimbursement for candidates
Explanation: Each student who runs for election should be reimbursed by WLUSU
for the set amount of money spent on their campaign.
Discussion: Directors felt it was essential that financial barriers should not play a
role in who can declare candidacy.
"Should the barrier be effort or finances~"
-2007-08 director Griffin Carpenter

-Andrew Fryer on being rushed
through making policy decisions
Proposed: Assistant vice-presidents should not be allowed to campaign for a
specific candidate during an election.
Explanation: Since AVPs are a new position this year as the result of last year's
restructuring. policy had to be altered. It was also recommended that other positions affecting the Brantford campus would not be allowed to campaign. but this
was rejected.
Discussion: Since AVPs are a salaried position, it was felt that it should be consistent with VPs who are not allowed to campaign on behalf of candidates.
·once you add in new positions you have to update the policies.·
-Jackie Dobson

''

You all had a chance
Proposed: Campaigning on Election Day to be banned.
Explanation: Although common at many universities and at the federal and provincial levels. if this policy had passed. no candidates would be able to actively
campaign on Election Day Only "get out and vote" tactics unrelated to candidates
could be employed.
Discussion: Directors expressed concern about low voter turnout. that it would
be a nightmare to monitor and that campaigning on Election Day is crucial to
some candidate's success.

to be on the elections
committee and none of

you wanted to be on it:'
-Chris Oberle to the board

"Quorum is difficult to get at the best of times. Campaign teams are an advertisement for themselves but also for the election itself.·
-Andrew Fryer

''

You guys can eat my
leftovers:'

-Greg Evans on being the.first
person on the speakers list after the
elections policy review committee put
forward their recommendations

Proposed: Candidates only need two signatures to enter the election.
Explanation: Instead of an incremented scale of signatures needed for presidential. board, senate and board of governors. all potential candidates would only
need two signatories.
Discussion: Directors expressed concern that many "joke candidates" would enter the race because it would require little effort on their part to do so.
"The big issue with accepting that would have been not being able to weed out
people that were serious and weren't serious about it·
-Greg Evans

Proposed: Removal of policy that states that WLUSU corporate cannot have a
stance on referendum questions.
Explanation: WLUSU corporate would be able to provide information and opinions about if passing a referendum would be in the best interest of the student
body.
Discussion: Concern was raised about WLUSU telling its members how they
should vote on an issue when the purpose of a referendum is to garner students'
input
"/ think it's ridiculous that WLUSU corporate would tell the students what they
want."
-2006-07 director Bryn Ossington

''

you read?"

Other policies that failed included acclaiming candidates if there were not enough applicants (current
policy reads that they will re-open applications).

-Chair Saad Aslam, questioning ifa
director was interpreting the policy correctly

from cover

Other policies that passed included removing one student at large from the appeals committee.

Not to be an ass, but can

Greg Evans about the atmosphere in
the boardroom.

Re-evaluating elections

''

You're contradicting

yourself... . I don't
believe there's any
structure because
WLUSU is at war with
themselves:'
-Sunny Chan regarding the
proposed policy changes

Last year at the board level, a numher of significant alterations were
made to the election process following a disqualification of a presidential candidate in 2008.
":Fryer, who sat on the review committee in 2008-og, explained that
last year's policy changes focused
on "ironing out the ambiguities" of
policy that left the board unclear of
what to do in certain situations.
Major changes last year included
changing the demeriting system, increasing the number of signatures
that each candidate had to have and
recommending that in the next few
years the election switch to a ranked
balloting system to be administered
online.
"Last year's election ran very
well. I was pretty confident that
with this year's committee there
wouldn't have been a lot (of policy]
to change;' said director Jackie Dobson, who was on last year's election
review committee.

Noting that last year's chair had
a summer project to examine other
university's elections policy, Dobson
was confident that last year's policy
recommendations were thoroughly
researched.
"I can't imagine as much work
being done at all," said Dobson in
comparing it to this year's committee. "Since there was no report like
that done this summer I can't imagine as much work went into it:'
Following the 2009 election, a
post-election committee met to
suggest policy improvements.
Oberle explained that a lot of the
recommendations brought forth on
Friday reflected policy changes discussed in the post-election review
committee that "weren't actually
presented to the board last year:'

Looking forward
With election season about two
months away, the elections team is
already working on promoting voter
turnout.
''I'm really excited. I know
[Rabry's] been working really hard,
and her team as well;' said Aslam.
With the theme of "Rock the
Vote;' since early November, the

elections team has been engaging in
market research about voter turnout
and how to better engage students
at large.
A common conception on campus is that people who tend to participate and vote in the election
are already heavily involved in the
union.
However, Rabry wants to work to
change this.
"(Elections are] for the entire
school, not just people in the union;'
she said.
·
With new policies passed at the
board level, directors are confident that the next election will be a
success.
"The decisions were in the best
interest of everyone who's going to
be in the elections ... or for those
who are voting;' said director Jordan
Hyde.
With Rabry aiming to get election
packages out this week, students
will soon get an idea of who will be
vying for WLUSU's next representative roles.
"It's going to be an interesting
election;' said Oberle. "Just around
some names that I have heard. It's
going to be very interesting:'
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Quad alight
with Luminera
Charity Ball's annual fund raiser sells a total
of 1,050 candles and raises over $950
SEAN HAYWARD
CORD NEW.::.S_ _ _ _ _ _ __

KATIE FLOOD STAFF

PHO~OGRAPHE R

Enjoying free food in the Concourse was just one way students could participate in this week's event.

Laurier Buy Nothing Day
has 'a healthy turnout'
LSPI RG not permitted to serve hot food due to health concerns
2 4 hours

OLIVIA NIGHTINGALE
STAFF WRITER

Laurier students looking to decrease
consumerism and promote wiser
spending habits found an opportunity in the annual Buy Nothing Day.
Monday marked the return of
the event, which was held in the
Concourse.
Throughout the day, passersby
were welcome to help themselves to
various snacks, as well as free board
games and books.
Since 2001, Laurier Students'
Public Interest Research Group
(LSPIRG) has hosted Buy Nothing
Day on campus.
LSPIRG member Morgan Alan
explains that the day "makes people realize how much we buy in

and really puts it into
perspective:'
Vancouver-based activism group
Adbusters started Buy Nothing Day
in 1992. Their idea was to protest
the consumerism that they believed
was responsible for the destruction
of natural ecosystems as well as culture in our society by not spending
money for a single day.
What began as a small demonstration in a single city has grown to
an annual international event.
In countries throughout the
world, Buy Nothing Day has come to
symbolize that it is possible for humankind to live in a world free of excessive consumer behaviour.
According to Alan, Laurier's
event had "a healthy turnout with a
steady stream of people coming in
throughout the day:•

This year's Buy Nothing Day was
slightly different from years past.
Due to health concerns relating to
the spread of flu, they were unable
to serve hot food as they usually do
to prevent contamination.
Despite this minor setback, the
event still managed to get its message across to Laurier students.
Second-year Laurier student Jessi
Stern found that "it was really difficult to avoid spending money all
day.
"It made me realize how much
money I spend in a day and that
there are a lot of things that I don't
really need to buy :•
Many others feel similarly.
Alan explains, "Buy Nothing Day
is an event that raises important issues and is something that people
are very passionate about:'

The weather may have

The quad outside the Fred Nichols
Campus Centre {FNCC) was illuminated with candles last night as the
poor weather failed to prevent the
annual Luminera charity event from
being a success.
Luminera candles were sold to
raise money for Charity Ball, a committee that has chosen to support
Epilepsy of Waterloo/Wellington
this year.
"The weather may have put a
damper on the bags but not on the
spirits," said this year's Charity Ball
co-ordinator Claire Petch.
"By showing all the lights in the
quad with every different candle it
really shows the difference that each
person can make by buying one candie;' said Petch.
"It's just really greatto have all the
spirit of the community really come
together for this night:'
Around 1,050 candles were sold
in the days leading up to the event,
far surpassing this year's goal of
6so, and exceeding the average of
between 8oo and goo over the past
few years.
Last year, Charity Ball executives
told The Cord they had sold about

put a damper on the
bags but not on the
spirits:'

-Claire Petch, Charity Ball co-ordinator

8oo candles and expected to raise
over $8oo, making this year's Luminera even more successful than
the last.
Though the organizers don't yet
know the total amount of money
raised this year, Claire Petch is confident that the event was a financial
success.
"It will depend on the bake sale
and everything like that, but I know
Monday alone sales were over $950
so we're really happy with that:'

Class offerings problematic
from cover

Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty
Association {WLUFA) president
Judy Bates explained that faculties
such as music can skew the school's
overall student to faculty ratio, as
one-on-one teaching is not offered
in the faculty of arts.

''

You'd have teachers who
would be like drones
keeping the place going:'

Reputation
As students are aware, Laurier is
known as a smaller university; along
with that comes an impression that
there will be a focus on small class
sizes.
Professors argue that this reputation is at stake with decreased emphasis on small classes.
Maria DiCenzo, a professor in
the English department, said that
lower-year classes are being hit the
hardest, and she believes that new
students are being mislead.
"Laurier promises small classroom teaching, but I often say to my
first-year students, 'Is this what you
expected? Isn't this a problem?"'

Less choice
Along with larger class sizes there
are also fewer class offerings, giving
students fewer options.
Professor of history Doug
Lorimer noted the impact that lack
of choice has on students.
"What is really affected (by larger
classes and less variety] is the ability of students to make sound academic choices:'
Lorimer said that outside of requirements for their major, fewer
sections mean that students are
unable to choose electives; they

-Dr. Brian Tanguay. chair
ofpolitical science

Political science department chair
Brian Tanguay replied to the idea
of filling classes to absolute physical capacity, saying, "Given the way
registration works you can't always
know ways to make sure a classroom is packed to the rafters. It just
doesn't work like that:'
Lorimer noted that if registration
space was opened based on physical
classroom capacity, he would have
more students in his classes; not
necessarily because they were interested in the material but because
"they had to take something:'

Solutions
instead pick up whatever courses
they can.
He lamented the end of choice
in the sense that students increasingly cannot pick courses that interest them but are forced to take
what electives they can manage to
get in to.

Packing students in
In the minutes from the Oct. 16 faculty of arts council meeting, which
were approved by the council on
Nov. 13, acting dean of arts MaryLouise Byrne asked for ways that
"departments can increase enrolmentwith a no-cost solution:'
Proposed was an "increase in
class limits to match the size of the
classroom:'
"For example if the class limit is
100 and the classroom holds 104,
increase the enrolment to 104. This
will strengthen the faculty of arts'
argun1ent for additional funding
from the vice-president: academic's
office;' read the minutes.

Laurier president Max Blouw has'
advocated a teaching stream that
would see some faculty focus on
teaching as opposed to research.
Tanguay commented on this idea,
saying, "You'd have teachers who
wquld be like drones keeping the
place going. Publishing should be
essential.
This job - and why I got into it is to combine research with teaching since insightful teaching comes
through research:'
Technology has been cited as a
means to offset the negative impacts that large classes can have on
academics.
DiCenzo responded by saying,
"For all the attempts to try and compensate for large classes - iClicker
technology and WebCT and workshops on voice training for working in large classes - there is no one
that will convince me that teaching
in a smaller class environment isn't
a more valuable experience for the
student:'

MEGAN CHERNIAK STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Donations raised money for Epilepsy of Waterloo-Wellington.

thecord.ca/news
Look at the exclusive Luminera photo gallery online
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City presents
three with
Waterloo
Award

"There is no magic
pill that makes you
better:" Trudeau

Prize recognizes
outstanding civic
contributions

Margaret Trudeau speaks about her
bipolar disorder and being the youngest
prime minister's wife in Canadian history
Self-medicating
LIN DA G IVETASH
LOCAL AN D NATIONAL EDI-'-TO::::..:...:.
R__

"I had no idea that I was bipolar:·
said Margaret Trudeau, addressing
a crowd of United Way donors on
Nov. 20.
Trudeau was the keynote speaker for the United Way's Leadership Thank You event sponsored
by Manulife Financial in honour of
those who donate $1,000 annually.
"A lot of us feel we're living in quiet desperation;' said Trudeau, noting the prevalent yet often ignored
issues of depression and mental
illness.

Canada's first lady
Reminiscing about her first encounters with the yet-to-be Prime Minister Pierre Elliott while on vacation
in Tahiti, Trudeau said, "He made
you feel like you were the only person in the room:'
Trudeau, at the age of 22, became
the youngest woman to be the prime
minister's wife in Canadian history.
The couple would have three children together. However, it was after
the birth of their second child Alexandre that Trudeau said she fell into
depression.
"He was as bewildered as I was:'
said Trudeau regarding Pierre Elliott's reaction to her unexplainable
state of depression.
Trudeau expressed the difficulties
she had in adhering to the expectations of the role of a prime minister's wife.
"It was very difficult to be put up
on this pedestal of what I call the
crown jewel of the federal penitentiary system:'
Many average daily activities,
such as gardening, were taken care
of by hired staff, leaving Trudeau
feeling purposeless.

LINDA GIVETASH
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

Being young and unaware of her
condition, Trudeau discussed the
use of recreational drugs and alcohol and their impact on her disorder.
"Recently they've put the two
together: mental illness and drug
addiction:·
The extremes of deep depression
and mania that encompass bipolar disorder as a result of chemical imbalances in the brain can be
worsened with the use of drugs and
alcohol.
"What happens with marijuana is
it gets you high and can trigger you
into mania;' explained Trudeau.
Realizing this connection has
helped her better understand both
the disorder and the requirements of
ensuring a healthy mind.
"There is no magic pill that makes
you better:'

Rock bottom
Trudeau would continue to struggle
with her bipolar disorder after her
marriage to the renowned politician
ended; the disorder would escalate
out of control at the death of their
youngest son Michel in 1998.
"I felt the most defeated and humiliated when I was thrown in the
psychiatric ward;' she said, noting the ease of putting on a mask to
hide her disorder from friends and
family.
"One of the real problems with
people suffering from a mental illness is denial:'
However, in reaching what she
considered rock bottom, Trudeau
stated that she was left to either find
treatment or face death.

COURTESY OF HElD HOLL,NGER

Margaret Trudeau spoke to a crowd of United Way donors at the
University of Waterloo's Federation Hall last week.

Healing

health with the same care as physical health.
The medication available, often
prescribed in strong doses, had severe effects on her as she searched
for the proper balance.
Once establishing a proper regimen for medication, Trudeau was
able to tackle other areas of her
health, including rediscovering
physical activity.
"I did get a very cute personal
trainer:· she joked in expressing her
love for exercising daily.

"We need to understand that our
brain is an organ, just like our other
organs:' said Trudeau, expressing
the importance of treating mental

Although she feels she has regained
control over her life, Trudeau is

Friday November 27
Doors@ 10pm
Cover:$3

Finding support

not completely free of her mental
illness.
"I hate having my children watching over me all the time, but they
d 0."
Trudeau noted the importance of
having supportive friends and family in getting through the rough areas
of her disorder.
Through that support, increased
awareness and improvements in
the types of treatment available for
mental illness, Trudeau was able to
seek out the means necessary to find
stability.
"I think not getting treatment is
the insanity:'

The 12th annual Waterloo Award
was presented at city council on
Nov. 23. The award is distributed
to up to three nominated individuals per year in honour of their great
civic duty.
Don Cowan, professor emeritus
at the University of Waterloo (UW),
received the Waterloo Award for his
contributions to computer sciences
and development of online smart
communities in the region.
"A big thing that I've tried to accomplish is to take organizations
which are known as non-governmental organizations ... and help
them implement info tech systems
that can be used by people:' said
Cowan.
Cowan provided the example of
the website he helped develop for
the Volunteer Action Centre. "It has
actually increased people interested
in volunteering by 100 per cent since
it went into operation four years
ago:'
The second recipient of the
award, David Graham, is a chartered
accountant and community leader.
Graham was nominated for his contribution to organizations such as
St. Mary's Hospital and KidsAbility.
"There are so many people who
contribute to this community
and many far more than I do ... so
I'm very appreciative of it;' said
Graham.
Unable to attend the evening's
ceremony was the final recipient,
Tim Jackson. Jackson was recognized for his leadership in the Waterloo Region Children's Museum
and presidential role in the Food
Bank ofWaterloo Region.
Jackson will be receiving his
award on Dec. 14.

• 7

The Cord • Wednesday. November 25. 2009

NATIONAL
National Editor Linda Givetash • l ivetash@thecord.ca

Student lobby group criticized

Canada

15 per cent of Canadian Federation of Students' members looking to defederate

Much of CASA survey cost
came &om legal settlement

''

LINDA GIVETASH
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

Of the over 8o student groups represented by the Canadian Federation
of Students (CFS), 13 are petitioning
to host referendums on their campuses to question the continuation
of their membership with the lobbying organization.
"It's the individual students that
petition the national executive that
have a referendum;· explained David
Molenhuis, national treasurer for
the CFS.
The referendum requires students at the member establishment
to submit a petition reflecting 10 per
cent of the population in order to
initiate the process. CFS then has go
days to respond to the request.
"For the purposes of accountability we have to verifY the authenticity of the signatures to ensure there
weren't any errors on it and it is in
fact representative;• said Molenhuis
in explaining the go-day wait.
Students at the University of Calgary's Graduate Student Association
(U ofC GSA) have submitted a petition for the second year in a row to
host a referendum.
Regarding their first attempt to
petition in 2008, Matt Musson, director of campaigns for the U of C
GSA said, "The CFS pointed out in
the by-laws that we had to pay our
full dues ... (and] nothing ever happened from that:'
Their second petition was filed
on Oct. 20, 2009 and has yet to result in any response from the CFS,

The CFS is inefficient
for lobbying at student
needs because they're
scatterbrained and go
off on all these side

.
"
Issues.

-Eric Merkley, OPCCApresident

according to Musson.
Despite criticism from students at
the national level, there still remain
many schools in strong support for
the CFS, including Wilfrid Laurier
University Graduate Student Association (WLUGSA).
"It's up to CFS to prove every
year that they're worthwhile and
they manage to do it;' said Melany
Banks, president ofWLUGSA.
"It would be very hard for a lobbying group to have a constantly
changing membership, so they're
trying to get some stability there;·
Banks continued.
Though WLUGSA- representing graduate and part-time students at Laurier -is a member of
CFS, the Wilfrid Laurier University
Students' Union- representing undergraduate students - is a member
of the alternative national lobbying

group Canadian Alliance of Student
Associations.
To the CFS, the sudden surge of
petitions are representative of the
freedom of students within their
organization.
"I feel as though the only thing
that receiving petitions tells me is
that we're the only national student
organization that has a full referendum process for all students to have
a voice in their membership;' said
Molenhuis.
However, critics of the federation
see the situation as reflective of their
inability to effectively represent
their students.
"The CFS is inefficient for lobbying at student needs because they're
scatterbrained and go off on all
these side issues;• said Eric Merkley, Laurier student and president of
the Ontario Progressive Conservative Campus Association (OPCCA).
The OPCCA oversees CFS Watch,
a group that follows what they believe to be radicalism, attack on free
speech and corruption within the
CFS.
Merkley stated that the CFS is
lobbying on issues that are unrelated to students and also radical, leaving politicians unable to take their
claims seriously.
"We're going to take a stand on
the Gaza conflict at York [University] and alienate 20 per cent of students on the campus...
"What does a students' union
have business in taking sides on
very emotional issues like that?"
said Merkley, illustrating previous
situations in which the CFS took a

.,t==l,.,===========
It would be very hard for
a lobbying group to have
a constantly changing
membership so they're
trying to get some
stability there:'
-Melany Banks, WLUGSA president

stance on an issue.
"If you're paying for representation and you don't feel like you're
getting it you should be able to evaluate that representation plain and
simple;• said Musson.
With the CFS hosting their bi-annual annual general meeting (AGM)
Nov. 25 to 29, it will become more
clear if the criticism of their member
students are taken into consideration and adopted with new policies
and restructuring.
"We all come together at the very
end and vote on each of the motions
and discuss them for a final plan;'
said Molenhuis regarding the AGM.
Regardless of the claims of the
CFS, their critics remain skeptical
on the outcome of the meeting. "I
just don't think they'll ever get it;'
said Merkley.
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HALIFAX (CUP) - Close to $30,000
being put towards a survey of Canadian students by the Canadian
Alliance of Student Associations
is coming from a settlement with a
McGill University student association, it has been learned.
The national director of CASA
explained the survey's details at the
alliance's annual general meeting in
Halifax last week.
The survey has been raising questions among some CASA members
who were unclear of its details, including who made the decision to
conduct the survey and where the
money came from.
The "Canadian Student Survey" is
a project co-initiated by CASA and
the Canadian Education Project, a
Toronto-based research group.
At the time of the AGM plenary the meeting when a representative
from each student union votes on
the specific policy decisions up for
debate- 20,000 students had completed the survey.
Due to confidentiality reasons,
the association's national director,
Arati Sharma couldn't disclose details of the settlement with the Students' Society of McGill University,
but said the issue regarded missed
member payments.
Through an out-of-court settlement, CASA was awarded $37,500
in total - $28,575 in membership fee
back-payments after the $8925 in
legal fees was factored in.
McGill undergraduate students
voted to exit CASA in 2005.
-Lucy Scholey, the Dalhousie Gazette
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Private bedrooms
Individual leases
Minutes to both universities
(just across Bricker St. from laurier)

New laundry facility
Parking available
Monthly cleaning included
Amenities subject to change
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Purchase any Shake
or Smoothie and get
$1 Off!

thecord.ca

Exp11es December 31st. 2009
Not redeemable for cash
Llm11 one per customer
Not valid With any other otter
Valid only in
K1tchener Waterloo
University Plaza· 519-884-1900
158 Unrve!Sity Avenue West
Williamsburg Town Centre
519-576-7522
1170 F>SC!ler Hallman Road

Buy an Original Ice
Please allow 48 hours
Cream Conewith Mixin'
for custom orders!
Get a Second Original
with Mixtn', for $1!

Expires December 31st. 2009.
Not redeemable for cash
Lim11 one per customer.
Not valid with any other offer
Valid only in
Kitchener- Watertoo.
University Plaza· 51!HIIl4-1900
158 Umversity Avenue Wesl
Williamsburg Town Centre
519-576-7522
1170 Fischer Hallman Road

Expires December 31st, 2009
Not redeemable for cash
Um1t one per customer
Not vahd w1th any other offer.
Vahdonly in
K1tchener- Waterloo.
University Plaza· 51!HI84-1900
158 Un1vers•ty Avenue West
Williamsburg Town Centre
51~576-7522

1170 F sct>er Hallman Road

OPEN LATE ALL WEEK LONG!
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$18 ballot: A civic responsibility?
A Wilfrid Laurier University student reflects on voting in the 2006 Mexican general election from Canada

PAOLO ROSANO
CORD INTERNATIONAL

$18. That is the amount I had to pay
to send my ballot request via certified Canada Post mail back to the
Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) in
Mexico City.
For an international student living in Canada, it seemed more than
worth it. Yet for the average Mexican worker harvesting tomatoes in
Leamington, Ontario or for an underpaid under-the-table gardener
earning $4 an hour in Venice Beach,
California, $18 is simply too much
money.
Elections Canada also requires

its citizens abroad to pay in order
to send their ballot request back to
Ottawa.
It seems fair to say that paying
for a ballot request is simply a normal process that any citizen abroad
has to go through if one wishes to
take part in their country's electoral
process.
To date, the mail payment had
certainly drawn much criticism from
many political actors and journalists in Mexico. This is because it is a
considerable expense to those living
abroad.
In regards to the latest election in
July 2006, the international voting
process was simple enough.
I had the choice of either registering through the IFE's website by
submitting my voting card information or by askirlg the Mexican
Consulate in Toronto for a ballot
request.
Once I had typed all my information, the !FE's website created a personal file and provided me with an

The ballot itself was a
sealed envelope that
included a bracelet that
said "voting is cool:'

application form as well as a list of
supporting documents that I needed
to provide to receive my ballot: my
student visa, a signed photocopy of
my voting card and proof of a Can adian address.
A CD with the speeches of all
of the candidates contending for
the Mexican presidency was also
included.
While their platforms featured
proposals on how to improve the
quality oflife in Mexico, the speeches were mostly directed to Mexicans

residing in the United States. Candidates detailed how comprehensive
immigration reform would aid the
millions of undocumented workers
residing in the U.S.
Sadly though, voter turnout was
a failure.
With 11 million Mexicans living
abroad, Mexican government figures had said that between 17,000
and 22,000 ballots were received,
most of them coming from the United States.
Along with the unnecessary ballot expense, it seems that our government did a poor job informing us
about this new voting process. A lot
more could have been done through
Mexico's consular network.
For instance, Mexico's consulate in Edmonton had a preliminary
public relations campaign that advised Mexicans in Alberta about the
possibility of voting in the presidential elections. I wonder why such a
campaign was not launched by our
embassy or even by our Toronto

consulate; after all, most Mexicans
in Canada reside in Ontario.
It was only after a number of
phone calls to our Toronto consulate
that I even learned about the voting
process as well as the submission
deadline for the ballot request.
Mexican newspapers such as
Reforma and El Universal take great
pride in broadcasting information to
Mexicans living abroad; yet, I do not
remember any of them providing
any kind of orientation on how to
take part in this important process.
Indeed, the system was not perfect and much should be done to improve it for the next set of presidential elections.
However, in the end, I was happy to take part in this historical
process. It is hard to explain how
rewarding it can be to fulfill a civic
responsibility while away from my
beloved country.
For this reason, I encourage all
those abroad to continue to participate in their country's politics.

The importance of Indo-Canadian relations
MELISSA CUPOVIC

At present, Canada and

STAFF WRITER

India conduct nearly $5
billion worth of business

Indo-Canadian relations took centre stage last week as Prime Minister Stephen Harper made his first
visit to India. According to numerous pundits, a visit by the Canadian
PM has been long overdue.
Even at the Sept. 19 Young Liberals rally at Wilfrid Laurier University's campus pub Wilf's, Canada's
opposition leader Michael Ignatieff
echoed this same critique.
CBC Radio's Victor Nerenberg
claims that these commentators
have a point.
On CBC Radio Canada International's India report, Nerenberg explained that "There is a widely held
perception that Canada has been
lagging with regard to India, missing the boat as it were, as India biossoms economically:'
Harper's trip is a grand gesture,
one that points to Canada's willingness to build on its relationship with

annually.

education to Indian scholars.
Walton- Roberts points to Silicon
Valley as an example of how foreign
students help to boost the economy
by creating lirlks between countries
and establishing trading networks.
According to Walton-Roberts,
"Canada hasn't necessarily benefited to the same extent [as the U.S.]
because we don't have the same
kind of immigration model; we
don't have the same number of international graduate students coming through our higher education
sector. And so in some ways one
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could argue that we have lost that
opportunity and we certainly have
not tapped into India as a higher educational pool from which to attract
international students."
Canada is also reluctant to recognize the impressive credentials of
educated immigrants.
Many skilled immigrants, such as
foreign -trained doctors and other
professionals are currently driving
taxis, working in factories or operating convenience stores.
If these highly skilled immigrants
remain in such positions, Canada
will continue to be unable to utilize
them to help enhance Indo-Canadian relations.
"When it comes to the labour
market, we are failing these increasingly highly skilled immigrants that
we are bringing in and so those individuals from India who do have
the capacity to enhance our marketing outreach to India, those people
who have knowledge of the Indian
market, corporations may not be
benefiting from that vital knowledge

Battle of the
Bands:
Finals

Battling for a cash prize, a Radio Laurier
showcase, media attention
and much more!

The Shout
Far From Rich
Kenyada
Air Marshall Landing
Sea to Sky

when it comes to doing business in
India:• she explained on the same
program.
The recognition of foreign training and credentials falls under provincial jurisdiction; many provinces are now beginning to take
the necessary steps towards easing
the restrictions that hinder such
recognition.
Another issue is the visa process;
attaining a visa for the purpose of
visiting, studying or conducting
business in Canada is often difficult.
According to Nerenberg, this is
because "the Canadian government
has to balance its commercial interests on one hand with the interests
of national security and fraud on the
other:'
All of these issues will have to be
taken into account and dealt with in
order to attain a stronger relationship with India.
This prime ministerial visit is an
important first step towards achieving this goal.
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World

JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

in brief

The BBC reports that the
Israeli state has authorized the
development of goo housing units in
east Jerusalem. The announcement
has been met with criticism,
as it will impair ongoing peace
negotiations with Palestine.

-Compiled by Alexandros Mitsiopoulos

INTERNATIONAL
ABERPORTH, UK
According to the Guardian, Brian
Thomas stands trial for killing his
wife "during a dream:• Reportedly,
Thomas dreamt that his wife was
an intruder when he was startled by
unruly activity outside their mobile
home.

ROME, ITALY
The Italian news agency ANSA
reports that Libyan leader Gaddafi
held a party for 200 women with
promises of "Libyan gifts:' Instead,
the women were detained for two
hours and exhorted to convert to
Islam.

As a part of International Education
Week. two African refugees share stories
detailing their new lives as UW students
STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 19, as a part of the University of Waterloo's International
Education Week, two African refugees, who are now students at the
University of Waterloo, shared stories about their personal journeys to
Canada.
The event, entitled "From Africa
to Canada;' was held at UW's St.
Paul's Chapel.

''

In my culture, I would
talk about cows, war,
child soldiers, girls,
but I don't know what
it means to talk about
these TV shows:'
- Yuec, third-year University
of Waterloo student

The two students, Tariku and
Yuec, shared tales of their personal
experiences as refugees.
Amazingly, while sharing a
glimpse of what the 9.2 million refugees worldwide have experienced,
the two managed to keep the room
in high spirits.
Yuec, now a third-year geography
student, shared his story oflife in
the Kukuma refugee camp,located
100 km from the Sudanese border.
It was this camp that Yuec left behind to begin his journey to Canada.
While Yuec admits that he endured many hardships while living
in this camp, he chose to focus on
the ailing education system.
Yuec explained that due to such
large class sizes and a lack of resources, "We had to share everything;' and textbooks were taken
and sliced in half so they could be
distributed between two people.
However, teaching supplies was
not the only lack of resources; there
were also very few teachers.
Furthermore, Yuec explained that
there was no curriculum; instead, a
policy of" survival of the fittest" took
place.
Due to such structural difficulties, Yuec explains that, "I never had
a chance to learn well because of the
poor structure:•
Some ofYuec's classmates were
in the army or had been child soldiers. According to Yuec, "They
wouldn't always do what the teachers said, so they ended up beating
up the teachers instead, and schools
were then governed by the students:'
Yuec also explained that there
were times when his teachers performed the beatings, and he frequently received them.

l

With all of these trepidations, the
appeal of school was understandably starting to wear off.
Yuec admits, "When I reached
grade five, I was getting fed up and
no one was serious about it. I just
wanted to play and then go back
home when I felt like it:'
Although most of these hardships
have been alleviated for Yuec today,
the transition into Canadian life
was not easy. Recounting his first
night in Canada, Yuec said, "I could
hear the sounds of all the lights on. I
wasn't used to electricity:·
Beyond that, Yuec explains other transitions that were difficult to
make, such as adapting to the Canadian language customs.
"I don't understand sarcasm at all.
It exists in every culture, but when
I try it, no one understands that
I'm only joking when I say I will kill
them;' he explained amid laughter in
the crowd.
Once past the language barrier,
tackling technology was Yuec's next
step. Yuec was soon introduced to
Google and quickly picked up the
popular university catchphrase "just
Google that shit:'
Yuec added that he often resorts
to this search engine when he does
not understand a certain Canadian custom. One custom that Yuec
noted he has had trouble adjusting
to is the small talk that takes place
at parties attended by university
students.
"I've been to a few parties. When
I party, people would talk to me
about 1V shows, and I am not experienced in these topics. In my culture, I would talk about cows, war,
child soldiers, girls, but I don't know
what it means to talk about these 1V
shows:· said Yuec.
"I start to look like a party pooper:' he said.
Instead, Yuec has found entertainment in activities such as paintball and laser tag that don't rely so
heavily on verbal communication.
Although it appears that Tariku
and Yuec are well integrated into
Canadian culture, they still face
challenges.
The two men openly pondered
where their future will lead them
now that they have had the experience of attending university in
Canada.
"If I get a job here, I can work
here, but I don't plan on living in
Canada forever;• Yuec said.
Tariku quickly agreed, stating, "I
have no places that I feel is my place.
My clan has land back home~
Along with Yuec, World University Service of Canada (WUSC) also
brought Tariku, a second-year mechanical engineering student from
Ethiopia, to UW.
Tariku and Yuec are hosted by
WUSC, a non -governmental organization that fosters human development in 13 countries by educating
and advocating students.
The organization has a mandate
of helping refugee students who
have been displaced in civil wars
obtain post- secondary education.

If so, please arrange for someone to clear your
sidewalk while you're gone.
The City of Waterloo has a snow clearing by-law. Failure to clean
your walk within 24 hours of a snowfall could result in City staff
doing it for you ... at an average fee of $280.

It's your choice.
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TAMPA BAY, USA
USA Today reports that a woman and
her unrestrained six-year-old boy
drove into the s,68o litre aquarium
at the Tampa International Airport.
As a result, 90 per cent of the
aquarium's fish were killed.

A journey
from Africa
to Canada
MARA SILVESTRI
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Platonic break-ups: as bad?
Why do romantic break-ups get all the attention? Features Editor Shannon Busta examines what really
happens when female friends "break up" and why it can be so detrimental to our health and happiness
Breaking up is hard to do. This is
a fact of life.
Traditionally. romantic breakups have received the bulk of
attention in novels. movies and
often in the discussions of our
day-to-day lives. Why is that?
The relationships that women
develop with each other are incredibly significant and fundamental to the development of
healthy self-esteem and a sense
of self. So what happens when
women "break up"7
The Cord interviewed two very
different women w1th two very
different experiences to find out
why breaking up with your girlfriends can be just as detrimental
as losing a romantic partner.

Andrea Rossi and Juha
Fomina: betrayal and
tsolation
A serious violation of trust is
enough to end any relationship, but
when the betrayal comes from a best
friend, the effects can be traumatic
and long-lasting.
Andrea Rossi and Julia Fomina,
two Torontonians, had been friends
for over five years when Fomina
committed one of the worst forms
of betrayal by sleeping with Rossi's partner and father of her two
children.
"I woke up one night and heard
[my partner and Julia] fighting in
my living room. Julia was crying and
I immediately suspected I had been
betrayed.
However, they refused to explain
what was happening. The next day
Julia came to me and confessed."
The women's friendship ended
shortly thereafter when Rossi sat
down with the woman she had once
been close with to express her intense feelings of anger, hurt and
confusion.
"Losing Julia was incredibly hard
because I had few friends at that
point in my life;' Rossi explained.
Rossi admits that she has been
very jaded by this experience. "I
learned not to place my trust in just
anyone;' she said, and admitted that
though she does not think of Fornina on a regular basis, when she does
it is only in a very negative light.
"Holding on to really negative
emotions in the long term cancertainly have terrible repercussions,
even physiological effects," Jennifer
Coleman, a counselor at Laurier's
counseling services, said on the
subject.
"Feeling very negative about
someone can have certain kinds of
health effects essentially:•
According to Coleman, Rossi's
feelings were not productive, but
they were actually quite normal.
''Anger is a part of the pain process.
Being angry and holding a grudge is
a common response to being hurt;'
said Coleman.
Unable to find herself again, Rossi
sought help through counseling,
though she now feels that the biggest aid in her self-esteem and happiness came from building healthy
relationships with good people.
According to Coleman, women's social networks are immense
sources of support and play an important role in promoting a healthy
self-image.
Rossi experienced an extremely detrimental break-up that was
made all the more terrible by her
lack of other close friends and the
betrayal of her partner.

Losing a close girlfriend was
enough to shake Rossi to her core; it
reminded her how important it is to
have healthy, trusting relationships.
Today, she is working on becoming
more trusting of others, though she
still finds it very hard to let people
get close to her.

Domtmgue Colucci and
Samantha Bourdon:
priority shift
Dominique Colucci and Samantha Bourdon, two former Laurier
students, had been friends for four
years and roommates for three.
"We were inseparable;' Colucci
explained.
According to Lorraine Vander
Hoef, a professor of women's studies at Laurier, sisterhood of this nature can been understood much in
the way pop culture and media has
constructed sisterhood on film.
"It can been seen as spiritual;
there is a real bond there. When you
are in the presence of these women,
you feel stronger to go out into the
world;' she explained.
However, the spiritual bond that
held Colucci and Bourdon together
for the course of their university career was not strong enough to withstand the pressures of distance.
When these two best friends
moved into separate homes after
graduation, it became apparent to
Colucci that Bourdon was no longer
interested in maintaining their
close bond.
"Slowly but surely Samantha started cancelling on our plans," Colucci shared.
"Then one night
when she didn't
show up for a very
important dinner I decided
that was it:'
Losing a
friend of
four years
is not
something
one adjusts to
quickly, and
often
one has
to cope
with more
than simply the loss of
their friend.
"It can be very
painful to lose a relationship that you still value," said Coleman. "Anxiety
and fear of finding and building new relationships is common
and it can be hard to feel safe in
new relationships:·
Colucci certainly noticed the void
the break-up with Bourdon left in
her life, as well as the lasting emotional damage.
"It is very heartbreaking when
you expect to have that person
in your life forever and then to
have them ignore you and not
put any effort into the relationship, that is very painful," she
expressed.
Her break-up with Bourdon
also caused significant damage to her self-confidence.
"You start to question yourself
and you question how you are
with your other friends.
I started evaluating all of
my other relationships; for

some reason I thought it was my
fault:'
Colucci also admitted that she
was concerned about how others
might evaluate the situation. "It can
be hard to explain to your family
that your best friend won't be coming around anymore:'
It was surprisingly embarrassing.
I felt like my family might be thinking, 'What

did she do, how did she screw this
up?"'
Today, Colucci is trying to come
to terms with the shocking loss of
her friend. After having dealt with
confusion, sadness and a lowered
sense of self-confidence, she has
found support in her other close
friends.

She also doesn't exclude the
possibility of one day mending
the break in her and Bourdon's
relationship.

• Why we need each
other
The lasting effects of the losses experienced by both Rossi and Colucci
remind us of how traumatic it can be
to lose those who are closest to us.
All too often, women place their
romantic relationships ahead of
their friendships, undervaluing the female friends who
give them confidence and
security.
As Coleman explained, female friendships are important
in the development
of healthy social networks and healthy
self-perceptions.
Similarly, Vander
Hoef emphasized the
role that sisterhood plays
in the empowerment of
women in a society that is
so often dominated by men.
It is important to appreciate plutonic friends because
more often than not, they are the
ones we lean on most.
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A media-minded
Laurier professor
The Cord sits down with Peter Kuling to discuss his show
Recessionomics and his work in television and film production
REBECCA VASLUIANU
ARTS EDITOR

0

utrageous and pompous, Professor Kuling of
BITE 1V's satirical show
Recessionomics is far from
the individual you'd want teaching a
class of 200 students.
But for the real Peter Kuling, Laurier professor of English, film studies and communications, that character could not be further from the
truth.
"The difference is that Professor
Kuling on BITE 1V is an arrogant
self-involved kind of asshole who is
full of himself and thinks he knows
everything. I by no means in my
personal life or the classroom come
across that way;' explained Kuling.
He notes that playing the character on Recessionomics, reminiscent
of exceedingly sarcastic funny-man
Stephen Colbert, involves acting out
an "extreme version" ofhimsel£
The 30-year-old professor - who
is currently months away from his
doctoral degree in English literature - became involved with Emmyaward winning channel BITE 1V
when his friend Jason Agnew asked
him to be a cameraman for his new
show called The Surf
Ml always wanted to be a
camera guy. That was my
dream since high school:

Kuling was working with a production company in Mississauga at the
time on a variety of projects.
After obtaining his undergraduate degree in film production at York
University, Kuling decided to go into
teaching due to a slump in the industry. During his first years as a
contract academic professor, Kuling got involved with the production company to fill his summers, as
part-time faculty do not teach over
the spring term.
Kuling notes that his first job with
the company was shooting an open
heart surgery for the University of
Massachusetts in a Toronto operatingroom.
"The viewfinder was black and
white so I didn't have to see any of
the blood or the gore by keeping my
face to the viewfinder," he laughed.

"I don't know anything about
economics ... but that's what
makes it funny.·
Soon after joining The Surfs production team, Kuling was asked to
adopt his own persona as one of
many correspondents on the show,
much like those on The Daily Show.
"[Jason Agnew] realized he
had about six or seven really good
friends who could all complement
his technical work and we're all funny guys;' said Kuling.
The idea for Recessionomics arose
from Rob Scott, The Surf's graphics
person, who had been writing short
sardonic sketches based on the idea
of informing individuals on how to
save money during a recession.
"Being in front of students I had
a sense of presence in speaking;'
said Kuling. This is when he began
to perform the sketch as self-proclaimed expert Professor Kuling.

Recessionomics, which began as a
correspondent segment on The Surf
just recently became its own show
airing once every hour on BITE 1V;
the show will have filmed approximately 30 episodes by January.

"The students have started
to figure it out."
According to Kuling, many students
began to discover his show and have
asked him about it.
"I get a little bit excited obviously
because it's minor celebrityism:'
he admitted, adding that he enjoys
the fact that the show reveals a different aspect of his personality to
students.
"I don't shy away from it. I don't
announce it to everybody, but I let
them sort of find it on their own;' he
added.
In Recessionomics, Kuling does not
censor his character's use of sexual
themes or profanity; while herealizes his students be watching
the show, he does not see this as a
problem.
"I never worry about it because I
think it's 100 per cent clear that it's
comedy and it's meant to make you
smile and laugh;' said Kuling.
Although Kuling is aware that his
technologically savvy students may
eventually find BITE's website and
watch his show, he sees a strict division between his professional role at
Laurier and his character role on the
show.
"I think it would be the same line
as if you had a co -worker that you
saw out somewhere or shopping
somewhere. Is it really your responsibility to go up to them and say
'Hey, I saw that you buy blue hats'?"
Kuling stated.
"It's crossing a line between personal and professional;' he added.

"With age and experience
comes the ability to time
manage."
Filming in Mississauga, teaching at
Laurier and completing his thesis
prove for a hefty schedule of working and commuting for Kuling.
"I just have to really organize and
prep stuff." he explained.
"There's a lot of film shoots where
there'll be a couple hours of down
time. I'm marking students assignments and prepping lecture materials and everyone knows that. They
know that I have two jobs:'
When asked which profession is
more of a focus for him, Kuling replied that both hold importance.
"I think of it as two professions
running in tandem, fully;• he said,
adding that very few individuals remain in one profession these days.
Kuling added that once he finishes his PhD he hopes to eventually become a full-time professor,
but wants to maintain a focus on his
profession in media.
"I want to find something that will
still let me do this on the side;' he
noted. "A lot of professors publish.
I'd like to keep working in media and
consider that a version of publishing, in whatever form it needs to be."

Kuling is nominated in 1VO's best lecturer series; the winner ofthe competition
will be announced in early 2010.

NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Peter Kuling's favourite ...
Movie
Heaven (1998)
"It's a little bit scary. a little bit violent. a little bit sexy and it's totally
fun."

Novel
Frankenstein (Original)
"My favourite book of all time is
the original Frankenstein from
1818."

Class to teach
American Film
"It's an overview of stuff from the
70s until now. We look at ... movies through every major genre
and tie them all together."

Website
Streamingsoundtracks.com
"It's movie soundtracks played
in a constant web-stream. I'll be
working on my writing and it'll be
background music."

Tweed'd.
~

"I don't want to age too
quickly and become too set
in my ways."
For Kuling, being one of the youngest professors at Laurier can be a
difficulty and an advantage.
"I think it helps with connecting
to students very well," he explained.
Despite the heavy standards
placed on a university professor including extensive research and
experience - Kuling explains that
he feels confident that his unique,
friendly approach to teaching by incorporating new media elements
makes up for his lack of seniority.
"The standards are there. It's just
that maybe I approach them differently;• said Kuling.
As a young professor, Kuling also
faces distinct treatment from his
students.
Last year, he was voted best looking professor by the student body in
"Laurier Likes:' which appeared in
the Feb. 5, 2009 issue of The Cord.
"I take it as a compliment;' he
said. Kuling tries to consider the
flattery in positive light, stating that
"it's often easy to listen to somebody
who has some charisma or a look
about them.
"It's part of the reason Obama
beat Clinton and McCain. He had
a great look about him and a presence and I try to treat it that way;' he
added.
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Photographing a Twilight star
Canadian celebrity photographer /VIichael De Sadeleer tells The Cord about shooting with actor Daniel
Cudmore in Vancouver early last summer, as well as his past experiences working in the industry
COURTNEY CLAYSON
CORD ARTS

or many of the Twilight series'
avid fans, being within six feet
of one of its actors would be a
dream. Near the end of summer, Canada's Michael De Sadeleer,
a professional celebrity photographer, got the unique opportunity to
photograph Daniel Cudmore, who is
set to play Felix, a terrifying Volturi
guard, in the most recent Twilight release New Moon.
The Cord had the chance to speak
with De Sadeleer over the phone
about his profession as well as the
experience he had photographing an
actor from one of the most anticipated films of the year.
In late summer, De Sadeleer
was given the opportunity to shoot
Cudmore, who is also known from
the X- Men series as the character
Colossus.
The shoot was done in Stanley
Park just outside of downtown Vancouver, which is Cudmore's home.
De Sadeleer told The Cord that
"Daniel was very easy to work with
and shoot:'
"We spent several hours walking around Stanley Park, near the
beach and in several alley ways in
downtown Vancouver trying to find
the right locations to take some
pictures:'
This technique is one De Sadeleer
likes to use with many of the actors
he shoots because he feels it allows
the process to be relaxed and informal, allowing him to get the best
possible results.
Throughout the shoot, De Sadeleer got to know a few things about
Cudmore; for instance, "Daniel is
6'7'' and is from British Columbia.

F

COURTESY OF MICHAEL DE SADELEER

One of the photographs o f Canadian actor Daniel Cudmore which
appeared in t he Twilight special edition of US Weekly o n June 26.
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''

I was able to capture

them for who they really

were and their agents
liked that:'
-Michael De Sadeleer, photographer

"He also has two brothers that
play professional rugby for Canada,
which Daniel also used to do:'
De Sadeleer went on to explain
that Daniel described being on the
New Moon set as "a lot of fun and
was like rehearsing with a family,
because everyone got along really

wen:·

De Sadeleer said that Cudmore
explained that New Moon is a erazy phenomenon and that the fans
are amazing, especially the ones
over in Europe who were the most
"enthusiastic:'
According to De Sadeleer, Cudmore said, "When they shot some
of the film over in Italy, there were
thousands of girls showing up everywhere screaming and wanting to
get close to them on set:'
He also told De Sadeleer about
how there were New Moon tours all
over the United States that were very
expensive and showed some of the
places that New Moon scenes were
filmed.
Currently, De Sadeleer lives parttime in Vancouver and Toronto, and,
according to him, he w as not affected much by the hoards of New Moon
fans that travelled there to witness
the filming of the movie over spring
and summer because he is so used

to large movies being filmed in
Vancouver.
"You just get used to it;' he said.
De Sadeleer's photos of Cudmore were featured in the June 26
US Weekly special edition magazine
spread about the upcoming New
Moon release.
Praised for his unique approach
to the profession, London-born De
Sadeleer moved to Toronto in his
youth where his interest in photography became strongest in high
school.
De Sadeleer explains that he took
many photos of the sports teams
and the theatre group he was part o£
"I learned about the real film aspect from the dark room when editing my photos;' said De Sadeleer.
While he travelled extensively
around Europe in his youth, it was
when he was older that he started to
develop his own style of photography by taking pictures oflandscapes
and people during his travels.
Interestingly, De Sadeleer was
even an actor for several years.
After doing some television episodes and commercials, he turned
his hobby of photography into a career, which began with taking photos of his friends who were actors.
"I was able to capture them for
who they really were and their
agents liked that;' explained De
Sadeleer.
The first actor-friend he took pictures of was Dean McDermott (Tori
Spelling's husband, known from the
reality show Tori and Dean:Inn Love in

LA),
Michael has had the opportunity
to shoot many other friends and renowned actors such as Alex Carter
from CSI, Cynthia Dale from Street
Legal and Andrea Roth from Rescue
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Laurier's opera
The Opera Excerpts were put on Friday
and Saturday by Laurier music students
ELISE COTTER
STAFF WRITER

MOTHER MOTHER PRESS KIT

Mother Mother, seen above, will perform this Monday at Centre in the Square in Kitchener.

The Cord interviews
Mother Mother
MIKE LAKUSIAK
STAFF WRITER

I

t's somewhat difficult to describe
Mother Mother. Without listening to their work extensively, defining their sound in words is not
easily accomplished other than to
say they are far from the archetypal
Canadian indie band.
Angelic vocal harmonies interspersed with driving bass and delicate guitar work comprise the bulk
of the group's two albums of material, with melodic curveballs thrown
in every so often.
In 2005, the Vancouver-based
group self-released their debut album without much fanfare, according to lead singer Ryan Guldemond
who spoke by phone with The Cord.
"We didn't promote it very well.
We just printed 1,000 (copiesJ and
played shows in Vancouver; we gave
some away:•
Through playing across Canada
on the east coast and in Ontario following the first release of what was
at the time entitled simply Mother,
the band was eventually signed by
Toronto's Last Gang records.
The label, home to Canadian artists like Death From Above 1979,
discovered the band after a copy of
Mother found its way into the hands
of an artists and repertoire representative at the label.
The band was playing at the Pop
Montreal festival at the time.
"The Last Gang people were going to be in town so we just arranged
for them to come to the show and
meet and talk. The rest is history;'
said Guldemond.
In 2007, Last Gang re-released
Mother Mother's first album with
additional content as Touch Up.
This was followed by the acclaimed 2008 release of Oh My Heart.
Sources as diverse as CBC Radio 3.

the iTunes Store and even celebrity
gossip magnate Perez Hilton have
all touted the band's live performances as well as Oh My Heart.
Guldemond commented on this
praise, stating, "These companies
and media outlets have clout and a
prestige to their names, so I guess
their opinions mean something:•
He added that while the band is
thankful for the accolades, Mother
Mother tries not to let the acclaim
define their worth.
"We treat it all with a humble
grain of salt;' said Guldemond.
With support from media south of
the border, the band has also toured
in the United States.
Guldemond admitted, "Things
are a little slower to develop down
there because we don't have as much
muscle behind promotion and radio
as we do in Canada:'
Regardless, he was positive toward recognition of the band in the
U.S., stating, "It's definitely a market
we can count on:'
The band has evolved since its inception, changing monikers (originally named only Mother), becoming a five-piece project and changing its line up.
Guldemond described the difference in sound between the first and
second album as both a progression and a consequence of being a
changing band.
"Touch Up was almost an experiment whereas Oh My Heart was a
very focused band effort infiltrated
by a record label and team outside
the band ... there was a different focus to it:'
Due to different circumstances
during the recording of Oh My Heart,
Guldemond remarked, "I think the
sound congealed a bit - it became a
bit more cohesive as a by-product of
that:'
The intricate arrangements and
vocals in the band's music are in

part the product of formal music
training.
"I studied guitar from a young age
and went on to study jazz in college
in Vancouver;· noted Guldemond.
Other band members also studied
vocal jazz and saxophone at a postsecondary level.
Principle songwriter Guldemond
discussed the lyrical style, stating, "I
don't attach a lot of personal anecdotes to lyrics.
"It's more about concepts and
themes. It's more crafting something than letting people know how
I personally am doing:'
The band is currently in the midst
of a cross-country tour supporting
Matthew Good.
On this experience, Guldemond mentioned watching Good's
sets on the road and marvelling at
the "sheer number of hits the guy
produced:'
This particular tour is important
for Mother Mother.
He emphasized, "What makes it
significant is a few things - it's the
exposure, it's the quality of venue
and it's the compatibility with (Matthew Good] and his band. It's all
been tip top:'
When asked if the band had developed new material or if there
were prospects for a new album in
the near future, Guldemond replied,
"We've given birth to lots of new
material.
"There's lots of new stuff and it's
all quite realized at this point - it
feels like all we need to do is record
it."
In regards to a new album, he
continued, "As far as when we will
release this body of work, I'd say late
summer 2010. It feels soon when
you consider all that goes into getting these things ready:·

Mother Mother will play Centre in the
Square in Kitchener on Nov. 30 along with
Matthew Good.

"

The [performers] have to

Though many students don't know
it, Laurier has opera singers - and
good ones at that.
Exhibiting their pool of talent, the
music department hosted the annual Opera Excerpts show on the
weekend.
The Friday night performance,
and its encore on Saturday in the
Theatre Auditorium, consisted of
four scenes from various operas.
All period operas, the excerpts
chosen allowed for a fairytale
ambience.
"Excerpts are an opportunity for
students to get their feet wet;' explained music director and co-ordinator of Laurier's opera program
Leslie De'Ath.
Whether students were interested
in merely testing the waters or taking the plunge into the world of opera, the entire cast performed each
number superbly which according to
De'Ath is no easy task.
She noted that when performing
opera, there is the added concern of
trying to act while singing.
"The [performers] have to multitask in a way they haven't done before;• said De'Ath.
"It's easy to underestimate the
skill set that you need:'
Regardless of the challenges, the
student performers met the pressures, projecting their agile voices
with power and strength.
The performance is a requirement for a mandatory music classes
necessary for graduation with an
undergraduate degree in opera and
De'Ath adds that students "put it together over the course of the term.
We have professionals doing the
set-up and we ask our students to
get involved with the production
side;' she added.
However, the Opera Excerpts
were much more than a class production, each scene rich in moments
of performed perfection.

Hansel und Gretel
The first of acts featured a scene
from Hansel und Gretel by Engelbert
Humperdinck.
The piece was performed in German and as light-heartedly as a
childhood tale should be.

multitask in a way they

haven't done before. It's
easy to underestimate
the skill set that you
need:'
-Leslie De'Ath, opera program co-ordinator

Carmen
The second excerpt, from Carmen by
George Bizet, questioned our control over fate and destiny.
Necessitating more acting, the
cast showed off their theatrical skills
while speaking in French at the
same time.
The excellent balancing of the diverse chorus made the end number
a highlight.

Cosi fan Tutte
Cosifan Tutte by Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart was the most comedic performance of the night.
Centering on the woes of young
love, the male players delivered hilarious acting, committing fully to
their roles.

Die Fledermaus
The last excerpt, Die Fledermaus
by Johann Strauss II. was a dedication to the sensual expression
of the Vietnamese waltz and to
champagne.
The most intricate of the numhers, Die Fledermaus necessitated coordination in the dialogue and in the
singing.
The solo by Lindsay Reinholt was
breathtaking and full of emotion,
despite the mask she was wearing.
With a simplistic set design and
only the piano as accompaniment,
the focus was truly all the students'
performances.
The Opera Excerpts will be complemented by a full- scale opera production in the winter term.
This year, the music department
will be performing Little Night Music
by Stephen Sondheim.

-

-

NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Two performers in the excerpt from Mozart's opera Cosi fan Tutte.

thecord.ca

See more photos of opera
excerpts online
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The mathematics of gag gifts
The Cord helps you find the perfect joke present for the
holidays by using some basic algebraic formulas

B~
DAVE SHORE
HUMOUR

icture this: your close friend
is sitting with a present in
her lap, your Christmas
gift as part of your group of
friends' secret Santa.
Little does she know you've
bought her the perfect gag gift: a
tube oflubricant and a pair of furry
handcuffs.
You try to stifle your anticipation as she unwraps the present,
and then the whole room bursts into
laughter as she shows everyone with
embarrassment and amusement the
hilarious gift you've given.
It's an enthralling image; one that
motivates many students every year
to stray from traditional gift ideas
and peruse the sex shops, joke stores
and the Internet for the perfect gag
gift.
Of course, so much can go wrong
in this scenario.
Perhaps your friend is too prudish, and the tube oflubricant presents implications that make her
flustered and a bit teary.

P

JEREMY TREMBLAY PRODUCTION MANAGER

Figure 1 - A sample gag gift graph, with gifts plotted on a curve.
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Or maybe she gets the wrong impression from the cuffs, spurring
a romantic interest that you never
dreamed of intending.
Worst of all, maybe nobody thinks
it's funny.
If you're planning on gag-gifting
somebody this holiday season, it is
clear that a great deal of calculation
must go into the act.
Luckily, an understanding of basic mathematics can make this task
much more palatable.
The first step is to determine the
target ofyour practical joke, and
then define your variables.
For example, you'll need to set
your target's prude quotient (p),
their sense of humour differential
(h) and their sensitivity multiplier

(s).
So far, we're looking at an equation along the lines of (s)(h)/(p).
But the more you know about this
person, the more variables you can
account for and the more accurate
your gag gift maximization function
will become.
This, of course, will depend on
further variables, such as the length
of time you've known that person,
whether or not they have a diary
you can steal and your proficiency
at hacking into people's personal
computers.
But let's assume that you've chosen your variables, you've substituted values for each based on a oneto-10 scale and you've made the
calculations.
You have a gag gift utility range of
seven to eight - the present should
be pretty outrageous, but not so over
the top as to be downright offensive.
Plus, independent variable (a)- a
peanut allergy - tells you not to buy
anything with traces of nuts. Duly
noted.

Next, you'll need to collect your
raw data.
This is the grunt work, finding as
many potential gag gifts as possible
listed by price, shock value, degree
ofirony or any other measure of hilarity for which you want to control.
Once you've collected your data,
you can use the individual qualities
of these gifts to create a Cartesian
function. Gag gift value= (irony)
(shock value)squared + price.
Figure 1 shows such a function
with humour on they-axis and price
on the x-axis.
Clearly, this parabolic function
has a peak - a maximization between price and comedic value. So
we're done, right?
Not quite yet. Take a closer look
- that maximized point tells you to
buy your friend a home pregnancy
kit.
Very funny, very cheap, butyou
know from step one of the process
that she'll interpret this as alleged
sluttiness. It's a gag gift utility factor
of nine, too high for your intended
target.
The final step of this calculation is
to perform some basic grade 12 calculus, finding the derivative of this
curve to isolate for the slope.
There, where the slope of the
function is 7.5: that's what you
should be buying.
Let's see - it's a butt plug made
out of soap: funny, oddly useful and
still within your price range. Perfect.
So while it may take a lot of
thought and a little knowledge of
bogus mathematics, the perfect gag
gift may be just around the corner
for you and your friends this holiday
season.
Here's wishing you happy
hunting.

Wisdom disconnect:

The week in pointless info
LAURA SEDGWICK
STAFF WRITER

Phone home: Within a few years, KEO,
a space time capsule, will be launched
into space. It will carry messages from
anyone who wishes to submit one.
so,ooo years from now, KEO will return to earth, presenting future generations with messages from the past.
The deadline to submit a message to
KEO is Dec. 31, 2009.

giraffes, who often sleep for only 20
minutes a day.
Out with a bang: Not sure what you
want to happen to your body once you
die? Instead of being buried, consider
these alternatives: have your cremated remains crushed into a diamond,
made into a box of pencils, fired in
hand-blown glass or exploded with
fireworks.

Just be yourself: In the early 1900s,
Charlie Chaplin allegedly entered a
Charlie Chaplin look-alike contest. He
placed third.

Speedy: In the time it takes you to read
this sentence, approximately one million billion neutrinos from the sun
will pass through your body. By now,
those neutrinos are already beyond the
earth's atmosphere.

Tum back: There is a street in Traverse
City, Michigan called Psycho Path
PVf. Participants in a Mitsubishi Motors survey voted it the strangest street
name. Other weird street names included Grope Lane (in Shrewsbury,
U.K.) and Sluts Hole Lane (in Norfolk,

Check your watch: If you're -gambling
in any Las Vegas casino, you won't find
a single clock on the wall. The casinos
don't want you to realize that it's become late and leave. For the same reason, they don't have windows on the
gaming floors.

U.K.).

Not just a fashion statement: In 1911,
China put a national ban on the pigtail because it clashed with their political intentions. This is because, at this
time, the pigtail was seen as a symbol
of feudalism.
Yawn: Koala bears (which are not actually bears) sleep around 22 hours a
day. This is about 66 times more than

Heists: Roughly 25 per cent of bank
robberies occur on Fridays. The most
common time for robberies is between
9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Only 6o per cent of
robbers are ever caught.
A wise person once said: "The only
way I can feel the least bit important is
to think of all the mud that didn't even
get to sit up and look around:' - Kurt
Vonnegut
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The top four ways to
survive exam season:

LIFE

4· Buckle down
It sure ain't any fun, but sometimes
you just have to buck up and cram
like there's no tomorrow (even
though there is a tomorrow, and it
probably entails writing an exam).

3· Sensory deprivation
If you can't hear, see, smell, taste or
touch anything other than books,
you won't get distracted. Lock yourself in your room like a cell and go
for the long haul.

2. Binge drink
It might be counter-productive to
working, but a good bender can do
wonders for your sanity. Besides,
everyone should write an exam hungover at least once.

building" signs apply to them? This
rule exists for good reason.
Sincerely,
Severely Asthmatic

fucking decency and stay out of our
room - a lot of us don't even like
most business students as it is. We
will continue to bitch at and about
you until you stop. So stop. Please.
Sincerly,
Disgruntled Enviro Kid

across the hall. Nobody is forcing
you to showup.
Sincerely,
Finish Your Game Of Solitaire And
Get The Hell Out

•
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1. Catch "swine flu"

Sure, lying is wrong, but if the system is in place to get "swine flu"
with no questions asked, you might
as well take up the opportunity before it's gone.

DearLIFE
Dear Life is your opportunity to write a
letter to your life, allowingyou to vent
your anger with life's littlefrustrations in
a completely publicforum.
All submissions to Dear Life are anonymous, should be no longer than 100
words and must be addressed to your life.
Submissions can be sent to dearlife@
thecord.ca no later than Monday at noon
each week.
Dear Life:
Why do none of the smokers on this
campus think that the "no smoking
within 10 metres of any university

6i

1

5

I

I

Dear Life:
Why is it that the business students
choose to use the map library to do
their group work? I would think that
two buildings dedicated to the business students would suffice enough
space for them, but no, they have to
come into the one and only room
that geography and environmental
studies students have, and take up
our small study space. Have some
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The Business School

GLOBAL BUSINESS

MANAGEMENT
I POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE
One smart career choice.
So many opportunities.
The Choice
The Global Business Management program
prepares you for a wide range of careers.
Pursue a career in marketing, finance, advertising,
international trade, retail, wholesale or
supply chain management, in domestic or
international businesses of any size.
The Opportunities
Two years gives you the time to choose
the specific path that is right for you.
Two work placements allow you to
experience more than just one
option before you gr-aduate.
Apply now for January or

September 2010

More

thecord .ca/life

Teach English
Abroad

Be sure to go online this week
to check out more exclusive Life
content
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Dear Life:
Why must those in my communication's class constantly disrupt
my professor by talking and playing various games on their laptops?
I (unlike you) am trying to learn
something. If you want to be a disruptive jerk then the Concourse is

Dear Life:
Why must people be so lazy to only
open one of the two doors in a high
traffic area while there are people
walking in both directions, waiting
to go through. C'mon, there are two
doors for a reason. Use your university degree to open it.
Sincerely,
Is Laurier Dumb As A Doorknob?

'Tech this out" by Nathan Chau.
a blog exploring new technology.
This week Chau assesses Laurier's new WiFi service.
"Gift giving on a budget" by Krysten Palser. who provides gift ideas
for this holiday season that are
easy on your bank account and
your stress level
"A week without..." by Devon
Butler. a brand new blog in which
Cord Life writers spend a week
depriving themselves of something. This week. Butler spends a
week without Facebook.

Dear Life:
My forehead is fe eling a bit hot right
now and I'm worried. Ifl get swine
flu during the peak of paper season,
I'm going to be so pissed off.
Sincerely,
Oh Shit, Now My Throat Hurts

Services

--

Waterloo Networks
Computer problems? Elusive
messages or strange noises? Waterloo Networks has fixed thousands of student computers for
our famous flat rate of just $65.
We're right beside Ouizno's.
Come see us! waterloonetworks.
com

Participants

TESOL/ TESL Teacher Train i ng
Certification Courses
• Intensive 60-Hour Program
• Classroom Management Techniques
• Detailed Lesson Planning
• ESL Skills Development
• Comprehensive Teaching Materials
• Interactive Teaching Practlcum
• Internationally Recognized Certificate
• Teacher Placement Service
• Money-Back Guarantee Included
• Thousands of Satisfied Students

OXFORD SEMINARS
1-800-269-6 719/416-924-3240

www .oxfordseminars.ca

University of Ottawa
Graduate Studies

It starts Here.
Discover the wide variety of programs
offered at the Faculty of Arts
• Canadian Stud ies
·Classical Studies
• Communicat ion
• Conference Interpreting
• English
·Geography
·Government Comm unication
• History (new co-op option)
• Information Studies

Cigarette Evaluation Study Must
be 18-29 years of age. Export A
smokers and Players smokers.
Regular length only. $90 cash for
2 visits. $120 cash for 3 visits. Call
Sandy at 519-578-0873 or e-mail
smokestudy@hotmailcom

Housing
Only $399 - Four bedroom
housing, 34 Bridgeport Road.
East. Starting May 01/10. excellent location. on bus route. close
to everything. downtown at WLU.
near UW. new. immaculate. open
concept kitchen, all appliances. dishwasher. dining room and
living room open onto a private
balcony, central air conditioning,
huge rooftop garden patio. complete laundry facilities. dryers free.
free parking, gas heat gas wate r heater. cheap uti lities. on bus
route. perfect for students. rents
fast. a must-see. Only $399 per
room. per mo nth. Call 74 1-7724
www.acdev.ca for more info and
pictures. Email info@acdev.ca
Only $389 - Five bedroom house.
must see. goes fast excellent location. 121 B Noecker Street.
starting May 01/10, close to everything. very clean. free washer/
dryer. gas heated. cheap utlities.
tw o full bathrooms. two full-sized
fridges. hardwood floors and ceram ic tile th roughout. large private yard and large deck. free
parking for five cars. on bus route.
$389 per room. per moth. Call
741-7724. 416-575-2104 Email
info@acdev ca

-

• Lettres fran~aises

• Linguistics
·Medieval and Renaissance Studies
• Music
·Orchestral Studies
• Organizational Communication
• Philosophy
• Piano Pedagogy Research
• Religious Studies
• Spanish
• Theatre
• Translation Studies (new literary translation option*)
• Visual Arts
• subject to approval

For more information, visit: www.arts.uOttawa.ca

liJ uOttawa
Faculte des arts
Faculty of Arts

Employment
SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE! CAMP
WAYNE FOR GIRLS - Children's
sleep-away camp. Northeast
Pennsylvania (6/19-8/15/10) If
you love ch ildren and want a caring, fun environment we need
counselors for: Tennis. Swoimming, Golf. Gymnastics. Cheerleading Drama, High & Low
Ropes. Camping/Nature. Team
Spots. Waterskiing. Sailing. Painting/Drawing,
Ceramics.
Silkscreen. Printmaking. Batik. Jewtry, Calligraphy, Photography,
Sculpture. Guitar. Aerobics. SelfDefense. Video. Piano. Other
staff: Administrative. CDL Driver
(21+). Nurses (RNs and Nursing
Students). Bookkeeper, Nanny.
On campus interviews January
27. Select the camp that selects
the best staffl Call 1-215-9443069 o r apply on-line at www.
campwaynegirls.com

-
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Opin1on Editor Kimberly Elworthy • kelworthy@the;.;c;.;o=rd=.,;.c=
a===========================================

Communication
needed between
faculty and ad min
It appears as though there is a disconnect in communication between the faculty and the administration at
Laurier.
For instance, the problems surrounding the miscommunication of budget cuts and increased class sizes are
ones that negatively affect the entire university.
A practical solution is needed to address the faculty
and administrations inability to effectively interact, as
the lack of communication is having a significant impact on the Laurier community.
Currently, there is no forum or infrastructure in place
which can facilitate a discourse between the professors and the administration about the goings-on of the
university.
While tenured professors have the freedom to voice
their disappointment and to critique the operations
of Laurier, many other professors, including contract
academic staff, are silenced in fear of threatening their
careers.
The administration at Laurier is not encouraging
their staff to speak up; therefore, problems are going
unsolved.
If there is no forum through which discussion, that
can lead to improvements, can be made, students will
continuously witness similar problems year after year.
Such unresolved issues are causing professors to
complain to their students too frequently about the administration and, in the end, this solves nothing.
Rather, this affects the quality of the education Laurier students are receiving.
Professors are the ones who teach the courses students are paying to attend; without good professors, a
quality university education is not attainable.
Professors' concerns are valuable, and if Laurier is an
environment that values academics, their perspective is
crucial.
-The Cord Editorial Board

----------- - -

Student fees can be
lowered by WLUSU
During the board of directors meeting on Nov. 20, the
Wilfrid Laurier University Students' Union announced
that they currently have $96,ooo more than was projected for the 2009-10 budget due to higher revenues and
lower expenses.
While it is still unknown if WLUSU will end the year
with a surplus, this finding makes a case for student
union fees being too high.
Student fees are approximately $50 per academic
year, which the union depends upon along with the revenue from their businesses, such as the Terrace, Turret,
Wilf's and Centre Spot.
This year, there didn't seem to be any excessive, unnecessary capital expenditures made by the union
(something that happens all too frequently) - unless the
various renovations undertaken are counted - which
shows that if money is spent responsibly, there is no
need to have fees so high on such a small campus.
If the students' union is going to operate like a business -which should not be the goal of a students'
union in the first place - they should begin to depend
solely on the money they are bringing in from their
businesses.
Students already spend substantial amounts of their
money at WLUSU-run businesses. With the increased
amount of students on campus, they are experiencing
even higher profits than in the past.
The students' union needs to reconsider fees for next
year, as a cut in student union fees appears to be a feasible goal.
-The Cord Editorial Board

These unsigned editorials are based off informal discuss ions and are then agreed upon by the majority of
The Cord's editorial board, which consists of16 senior
Cord staff including the Editor-in -Chief and Opinion
Editor. The arguments made may reference any facts
that have been made available through interviews,
documents or other sources. The views presented do
not necessarily reflect those of The Cord's volunteers,
staff or WLUSP.

The Cord is published by
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications.
Contact Bryn Ossington, WLUSP President and CEO
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON Nll 3C5
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Catholic Church wrong to
protect child-molesting priests
Such a massive violation
of human decency by
an organization that
SHANNON BUSTA
FEATURES EDITOR

was created to promote
"goodness" is incredibly

Catholicism is riddled with
hypocrisy.
The two have become so intermingled I can hardly discuss thereligion that has dominated the world
without becoming irritated.
Ideally, religion serves as a means
through which to guide and encourage people to lead happy, honest and
good lives.
These are incredibly worthwhile
intentions; if they were attained
through less hypocritical means, I
would be in favour of religions like
Catholicism.
Of course it would be unrealistic
to expect hypocrisy to be eliminated
cmnpletely, but some acts of hypocrisy are unacceptable.
Unfortunately, hypocrisy is rampant in horrible forms - some of the
most immoral human beings on the
planet are responsible for spreading
the word of Catholicism.
Angry? Finish reading the article
before you dismiss these words as
those of a bitter atheist.
Do the words "Crimen Sollicitationis" mean anything to you?
Sadly, they mean a lot to the children who have been sexually assaulted and forced into silence by
this church document.
The "Crimen Sollicitationis" requires an absolute oath of silence to
be made by all of those involved in
either the act of sexual assault or any

hypocritical.

trials that might occur after such an
assault. Excommunication awaits all
those who break this oath of silence.
In 2002, after an excess of negative public attention, the Church
introduced, "The Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young
People:'
The Charter demands that cases
involving the sexual assault of children be brought to the attention of
the legal authorities.
However, the documentary Sex
Crimes and the Vatican highlights that
it is highly unusual for this policy to
be followed in reality.
The Catholic Church uses fear
to manipulate children so they do
not stand up for their basic human
rights in instances where they are
sexually assaulted.
This is truly atrocious. Such a
massive violation of human decency
by an organization that was created
to promote "goodness" is incredibly
hypocritical.
It seems that the Church wrote
the "Crimen Sollicitationis." to

protect itself from priests who sexually abuse children, rather than protecting the victims - the children.
The existence of this document
is equivalent to the Church saying
that it is inevitable that some of its
priests are going to sexually assault
children, so they might as well be
ready to protect their image.
Sex Crimes and the Vatican highlights
that more often than not, when a
priest assaults a child, that priest is
quietly moved to new parish and the
problem is swept under the rug.
Rather than denouncing behaviour like this, the Church has accepted it as inevitable and deals with it
in a way that sacrifices the human
rights of children.
Father Patrick, a priest who was
at one time in charge of enforcing
the "Crimen Sollicitationis", admitted in Sex Crimes and the Vatican that
the Catholic Church allocated seven
million dollars in 1996 for the purpose of quietly settling with those
families affected by sexual assault.
The Church presumes its own
superiority when it prioritizes its
own bishops, its public image and
its peace over the safety and human
rights of children.
It is ironic that an institution designed to maintain and promote
healthy, moral human behaviour is
essentially supporting the sexual
abuse of minors.
The Church's refusal to expose
and denounce horrendous acts
against children to the full extent
is tantamount to a full- blown endorsement of both bishop/church
immunity and sexual assault of minors.
At the risk of sounding cliche, it is
not okay for the Catholic church to
govern based on the saying, "Do as I
say and not as I do:'
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THE FORUM
Letters to the editor
Violence against women
needs to end

Board members lazy, again
Re: WLUSU board meeting update: Nov.
20; thecord.ca

December 6th, 2009 marks the 20th
year since the Montreal Massacre,
when a gunman named Marc Lepine
entered Montreal's Ecole Polytechnique, shouted "I hate feminists!"
and killed 14 women, just for being
female engineering students.
Each year since, December 6th
has been a day of memorial for
the young women and an occasion to identiJY and deconstruct
sources of the continuing violence
against women in our society; this
year, however, the Women's Centre
will not be holding a memorial, at
the behest of the families of the 14
women slain.
We would like for Laurier students to continue to take this opportunity to think about violence
against women, and recognize the
need for organizations such as the
Women's Centre and the White Ribbon Campaign- a men's group
dedicated to eradicating violence
against women- in Canadian societytoday.
Feminism was needed in 1989,
and it is still needed today.
Violence against women is still
an enormous problem, and the costs
are too high for us to stand idly by.
- WLU Women's Centre Collective

I happened to check out TheCord.
ca and came across a story iliat just
really bugged me - ilie most recent
WLUSU Board meeting update.
Aside from some clearly inappropriate and asinine remarks (good
work Fryer and Sunny- really making your constituents proud) I saw
a typical downfall of ilie WLUSU
Board happening once again - blatant laziness. The problem is (like
all WLUSU Board committees) few
actually wanted to do ilie legwork by
sitting on ilie committee and providing input, but once ilie report actually reached ilie Board many Directors were suddenly against it.
Let's be honest, if you actually
cared about ilie issue so much you
should have been on iliat committee
in ilie first place. So in ilie end all I
can say is iliis - step up and actually
do your job.
It's not fair to ilie students you are
representing or ilie few legitimately
dedicated directors. If you're not
willing to be a part of a committee
process you are not fit to be a director. Step down and let iliose who are
actually interested to ilieir job.
-Colin I.e Fevre (o6-o8 Director,
o8-o9 President)

Last Band Standing made
bad choice
It's not my intention to attack
the winners (Insignia), but merely
to express the opinion, shared by
many, that Andy's Ego displayed a
level of musicianship that no other
band came close to that night. The
band was extremely polished, and
used different dynamics throughout the set to keep ilie crowd engaged. Almost every attendee I
spoke to - many of whom had never
seen ilie band - agreed iliat it was
ilie highlight of ilie night, by far.
This begs the question: why didn't
Andy's Ego win? More to ilie point,
why were ilie A-Team's judge's essentially random individuals?
I iliink iliat iliese flaws have compromised iliis year's Battle of ilie
Bands. Based on ilie crowd's reaction last Thursday, I am not ilie only
attendee who feels this way.
-Daniel Decicco
Letter policy

Letters must not exceed250 words. Include yourfoil name and telephone number. Letters must be received by u:oo
p.m. noon Monday via e-mail to letters@
thecord.ca.
The Cord reserves the right to editfor
length and clarity or to reject any letter.
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Find some doubt,
it can be humbling
BRIAN BORK
letters@thecord ca

There's a story in ilie New Testament
where Jesus happens upon a man
whose son is afflicted wiili terrifying convulsions. Jesus, enigmatic
as ever, tells him iliat his son will be
healed if he has faiili. The man in response, cries out "I have belief! Help
my unbelief!"
I love ilie man's response, because I think it captures an essential
quality of ilie life of faiili: iliat it is
mingled wiili doubt. This might not
be obvious, given ilie way people
talk about faiili iliese days.
On one hand, iliere's a host of
New Ailieist types who misinterpret faiili as someiliing blind - iliey
are untroubled by countervailing
evidence and free of those doubting
dark nights of ilie soul.
On ilie oilier hand, I often run
into Christians who are excessively
rationalistic, relying on empirical or
positivistic foundations for ilieir belief. Of course, faiili and reason are,
· in many respects, good friends; in
fact, iliey depend on each oilier.
Yet it seems iliere is a certain segment of ilie faiiliful who are looking
to remove doubt and equivocation
by positing overly-rational justification for belief.
I don't think that I'm any less
committed than they are to the great
claims of Christianity, but I can't
declare that there's empirical proof
for them.
In fact, I would do my faiili a disservice by trying to do so. To argue
that my beliefs are at core empirically demonstrable also makes them
vulnerable to empirical critique.
I do, however, think I understand
the impulse to want to have rational
or empirical "proof" for faith. Doubt
can be a brutal adversary, a faithkiller, the very thing that keeps you
sleepless during iliose dark nights
of the soul.
Maybe the potential exists for
doubt to be put to good use, to actually have some sort of positive effect
in a life of faith. I'm coming to terms
with the idea that I need to make

doubt my friend, because as far as I
can tell it's always going to be with
me, so we might as well get along.
I've heard that Fyodor Dostoevsky claimed his faith was
"formed in a great furnace of doubt:'
I've always liked that claim both
for its eloquence and for the comfort
I get from knowing that one of the
most luminously intelligent Christians wrestled with doubt.
It makes me feel better about my
own seasons where I'm unable to
shake off the scepticism. I've always
taken Dostoevsky's "furnace" metaphor as a description of the pain of
doubt - how it can burn intensely
and unrelieved - and I imagine
that's the way he meant for it to be
understood.
But perhaps there's another way
to look at it. Maybe the fire that
forged Dostoevsky's hosannas was
not just the agony of doubt, but the
refiner of faith. Perhaps the flames
of doubt fuelled the questions that
pared down the nonessentials of his
faith, and all the idols, the superstitions, the insipid metaphysical excess was melted away.
Perhaps it was in that furnace of
doubt that his faith was refined to
something much more pure - a new,
genuine faith rising from the ashes
of the old one.
I'm a bit uncomfortable with
where this line of thought takes me,
because doubt often leads to a complete loss of faith.
Then again, there are many kinds
offaith, Christian or otherwise, that
ought to be lost. There are many
instances where unbelief may be
preferable, because at least unbelief
-when it is not dogmatic or fundamentalist as some forms of beliefleaves room for the possibility that
something may grow in the absence.
And, in the midst of doubt, I hold
fast to the faith that something good
can grow there.
I'm sure many ofyou experience
your time at university to be one
where your intellectual horizons are
greatly expanded. This is wonderful
for so many reasons, but there's definitely the danger that it can lead to
a scorching case ofknow-it-all- ism.
So whether you're a New Atheist, an overly-rationalistic believer
or just confident that you've got it all
figured out, may your certainty be
shaken by tremors of doubt.
I'd say that a little doubt is exactly
what a bunch ofknow-it-alls need.

San Francisco World Spirits

Best canadian Whisky
New England Whisky Festival

Gold Medal
World Selection, Brussels

Highest Award
International Spirits Challenge,
London, England

Highest Score

Open November tat~tt

Beverage Testing Institute,
Chicago, 2007

Cora at the Shops
in the Waterloo Town Square
Enjoy Forty Creek Responsibly.

cora
8tl'akfa.st ancllvnc:h

(beside Valu-mart)

(519) 886-8878
Monday to Saturday 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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The American-Mexican border and the Gaza Strip are indicative of the physical and psychological boundaries that still exist within the world and need to be addressed.

Walls still oppress millions of people
lAIN MCCAULEY
letters@thecord.ca

It was quite disturbing that during
the 2oth anniversary celebrations
for the fall of the Berlin Wall, there
was little addressed about the walls
that remain today.
Two of the most inhumane walls
still remain and are being expanded
as I write: the American-Mexican
border and the illegal Israeli separationwall.
Both of these walls are justified
on defunct rationality.
The U.S. border wall in many
ways could be called the wall of ignorance. It is a wall constructed to
prevent the flow of non -status or

"illegal" migrants from Mexico to
the U.S.
Much of the support for the wall
comes from the American fears that
see these migrants as thieves who
steal American jobs.
This placid argument ignores
that the migration is a by-product
of the U.S.led North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
The economic policies imposed
on Mexico since NAFTA has forced
millions of Mexican farmers off
their land and has led to a significant rise in the unemployment and
underemployment of Mexicans.
The irony is that NAFTA was
first advertised as something that
would decrease the flow of Mexican
migrants.
In the words of President Bill
Clinton, "There will be less illegal
immigration because more Mexicans will be able to support their
children by staying home:'
As amemberofLaurier 4Palestine and the Coalition Against

Israeli Apartheid, I believe that the
equally defunct but more inhumane
are the arguments supporting Israel's illegal separation wall.
Although this wall is often justified as a tactic to prevent suicide bombers, in reality, its aim is
segregation.
Even from an Israeli perspective,
the wall is a tool of separation. Retired Israeli colonel Shaul Arieli said
the purpose of the wall is "to shape
the final borders of Israel ... [to] annex [Palestinian] land:'
Israelis who continue to justifY
the wall's existence appear ignorant
to the fact that the Palestinian authority called for an end to suicide
bombing in 2006.
If Palestinians have stopped using
the tactic that justified the construction of the wall, does a need still existfor it?
Instead of being used for security
purposes, the wall acts as a barrier
of separation. It prevents a humane
life for Palestinians, since it restricts

the Palestinians' human right to access water and medical care.
Pregnant women have been
forced to give birth at Israeli military
checkpoints because the Israeli authority has often disallowed Palestinians passage through these check
points at night.
If this wall is necessitated by security, is it these fetuses that Israelis
need to fear?
If not, then it becomes clear that
this illegal wall is used to support a
regime of segregation and apartheid
similar to that of South Africa.
In the words of Palestinian scholar Hanan Ashrawi, the wall is "a
grand theft .... It steals our land, our
resources, particularly our water ...
but more than anything else it abducts any chance of peace:'
The irony is that walls reassign
the role of victimhood. Victims become villains and villains become
victims.
The U.S. border wall acts as a
tool to rally American support

behind the idea that they must protect themselves from the incoming
hordes of Mexicans.
The Israeli separation wall puts
forth the story that it is in fact the
Israelis that are in the most danger. Israel's illegal occupation of the
West Bank harms significantly more
Palestinians than Israelis.
Each of these walls addresses the
by-product of a problem, ignoring
the root cause.
In Mexico, the problem is an unjust economic system that breeds an
increased flow of immigration. In
Palestine, it is an illegal occupation
that leads to Palestinian violence.
In living history, many not only
ignore these walls but support their
existence either directly or through
ignorance and inaction.
While these walls continue to exist, they will perpetuate the systems
of injustice that led to their creation.
Until these systems of injustice
are gone, we should not be celebrating the fall of the Berlin wall.

Best student location in town - minutes to everything
you would ever need ... campus, 24 hour grocery store,
Tim Horton's, banks, bars, beer and liquor stores

399

New building with spacious, very clean, and
open concept living, central air, dishwasher,
balcony & rooftop garden patio

Worry· free housing starting May 201 0 at the right price!
Call 741-7724 or email info@acdev.ca to set up a time to visit the Bridgeport Suites located at

34 Bridgeport Road East
One look and you will be done house shopping (taking groups of 4, 3, 2, or 1).
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Fanelli's road to recovery
KEVIN CAMPBELL
STAFF WRITER

It was a scene no mother should
have to endure.
Susan Fanelli's son Ben lay motionless on the ice after a thunderous hit knocked the 16-year-old
Kitchener Rangers' defenceman unconscious in a growing pool of blood
during a game between the Rangers
and the Erie Otters.
The horrified mother flew from
her seat down to ice level as both
teams' medical personnel worked
furiously to recover the rookie.
It was a scene I- a dedicated
Rangers fan - will never forget.
The Kitchener Memorial Auditorium grew deathly silent as the magnitude of the situation became clear.
A stretcher was immediately
called for, and it was all Rangers'
head coach Steve Spott could do to
console an understandably devastated mother.
Fanelli suffered a fractured skull,

broken orbital bone and facial lacerations after the force of the body
check knocked the defenceman's
helmet off and slammed the rookie's head into the glass of the end
boards.
As Fanelli was carried off the
ice, in an act of incredible humanity both teams knelt in prayer for the
young rookie to be okay.
It has now been three weeks
since the terrifYing ordeal that has
brought national media attention to
Kitchener.
Questions have been asked and
disciplinary action has been taken,
but, most importantly, Fanelli has
made tremendous strides in just a
short period of time.
From being in critical condition at
Hamilton General Hospital to playing video games with his brother
and taking walks with his father
around their neighbourhood in
Oakville, the Fanelli family's nightmare has finally come to an end.
Incredibly, Fanelli's only visible
scar is a warrior's cut above his right
eye. However, the young Ranger has
lost so much in his courageous fight
back to health.
His whole first semester at school
has been delayed and his chance
at making the Ontario under-17
team has been lost, as has his whole

rookie season in the Ontario Hockey
League.
Nevertheless, Fanelli knows he
will don the Rangers crest once
again.
Despite obvious concern from his
mother and cautious optimism from
his father, Fanelli's goal, as he's stated, is to get back on the ice with the
team he was only starting to become
acquainted with as soon as possible.
Fanelli still suffers from fatigue
and dizziness as he recovers at
home, but his family knew he was
back to his old self when he started
showing signs of his boyish humour
and wit.
"I think the only way [my mom's]
going to allow me to play again is
with two big pillows strapped to my
head," Fanelli was quoted saying in
the Record.
As for the penalty to Michael Liambas, the perpetrator of the hit, the
20-year-old has been suspended
from the league for the remainder of
his career, inciting questions about
the role of a 20-year-old "enforcer"
on OHL teams.
One thing remains clear.
The once deathly-silentAud will
be rocked to the foundations the day
a certain brave defenceman makes
his return to the red, blue and white.

Behind the Hawk:

Shoaib and Sohaib lkram
TYLERWARRY
COR D SPORTS

Rookie cross-country standouts Sohaib and Shoaib Ikram have enjoyed
a tremendous amount of success in
their short time as Wilfrid Laurier
Golden Hawks.
This success is not unfamiliar to
these identical twins as they have
been dominating the sport since
they were young.
The brothers, who live in Waterloo and are originally from Pakistan,
began running at the age of 11 when
they took part in a race consisting
of 150 runners; they both finished
in the top five. Soon after their 15th
birthdays, they quit all other sports
to train for competitive running.
Less than a year later, their dream
of being successful runners almost
ended when they were both diagnosed with a blood disorder called
anemia that severely affected their
training.
"Imagine running a car with no
fuel;' said Sohaib, when describing
the disease.
"Luckily, my appendix popped
and the blood tests showed a decreased amount of hemoglobin in
my blood:'
The absence of an average
amount of hemoglobin resulted in
physical tiredness that lasted for a
year and a half before they were able
to train again. Sohaib and Shoaib
went on to compete provincially for
cross- country in their final year of
high school.
They finished third and fourth
respectively and were named male
athletes of the year at Waterloo Collegiate Institute.
The decision to bring their talent
to Laurier had a lot to do with firstyear Laurier cross country head
coach Peter Grinbergs. Grinbergs
has worked with the twins for the
past three years at the Tri- City Track
Club in Waterloo.
"Peter's coached Olympians
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The lkram brothers have made a big impact in their rookie season.

before. I'm not saying I'm going to
be in the Olympics, but Pete's a phenomenal coach;' said Shoaib.
Shoaib, who is majoring in physics, and Sohaib, an economics major, had a very successful2oog season with the Hawks' cross country
team as rookies.
"We've been successful so far this
season, but we still want to do better;' explained Shoaib.
The twins finished first and second on their team in every race but
one, and both received Laurier athlete of the week honours in October.
The highlight of their season was
when they finished first and second
at the Badger Cross Country Open.

"[With]100 [meters] to go, Shoaib
is ahead of me. I askhimifhewants
to tie in the race and then (with] two
meters left to go, I sprinted past him
for the victory;' joked Sohaib.
Despite their success, the twins
aren't satisfied with their accomplishments thus far and have set
high expectations for themselves
in their remaining three years at
Laurier.
"The goal is to get an OUA title,
a CIS title and to build the Laurier
program," said Sohaib.
The Ikram brothers will now have
their sights set on track, as they begin training for Wilfrid Laurier's
track and field team next month.
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A ball falls between the Hawks during their loss to Guelph.

Women's volleyball goes
winless on weekend
JUSTIN FAUTEUX
SPORTS EDITOR

Playing for the first time in two
weeks after having a pair of matches
postponed due to opposing teams
coming down with H1N1, the Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks' women's volleyball team went 0-2 over
the weekend, losing to the Guelph
Gryphons and the McMaster Marauders. With the two defeats, the
Hawks have now lost three matches
in a row after winning three straight
earlier in the month.
"I think it really boils down to
consistency;' said head coach Luke
Snider of the Hawks' recent struggles. "We've shown that we can
compete at a very high level in all
aspects of the game, but it's not
good enough to only do that some of
the time:'
In Friday's game, the Hawks fell in
straight sets to the Gryphons, drop pingtheir record to 3-3.
Looking to rebound against the
Marauders on Saturday night, the
Hawks were guilty of several mental errors in the first two sets, losing
both. However, in the third set, the
Hawks came out strong, grinding
out a tight win 25-23. In the fourth,
the Hawks would go on to win another tight set and send the game to
a deciding fifth set, where they lost
15-9·
"I have no problems losing when
we play well, so I have no problems
with what happened for half of today's match;' said Snider. "We're
still showing signs of inconsistency
and we lacked execution at important times. But a real positive today
was that after playing the way we
did in the first two sets, we were able
to come back and play well enough
to take it to five sets:'
According to Snider, a large part
of the Hawks' struggles can be
chalked up to inexperience.
"We're still a pretty young team,
and we're still learning how to handle ourselves in tough situations;' he
said. "I thought we made a lot of im-

provements today, but obviously it
wasn't enough:'
The Hawks now sit below .500 at
3-4 and look to break their threegame losing streak this weekend
when they travel to Toronto to take
on Ryerson and York.
"If we continue to play so inconsistently we're going only going to
keep losing;' said Snider. "But if we
can play like we know we're capable
of, with more consistentcy, I think
we'll win a lot of matches this year."
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Men's volleyball
ends losing streak
The Hawks upset the CIS number-one-ranked McMaster
Marauders on Saturday and the Guelph Gryphons on Sunday
to improve their record to 3-5 on the season
JUSTIN FAUTEUX
SPORTS EDITOR
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The Hawks celebrate during their upset win over McMaster.

Things didn't look good for the Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks' men's
volleyball team coming into their
matches this weekend. Not only
were they in the midst of a fivematch losing streak, but they also
had to take on the undefeated McMaster Marauders and another
tough team in the Guelph Gryphons.
But the Hawks were given a lift by
the return of injured veterans Cam
Wheelan and John Wilson. They upset the Marauders on Saturday and
then knocked off the Gryphons on
Sunday.
"This was a big, big weekend for
us;' said head coach Shayne White.
"We got all of our starters healthy
and everyone is finally in the position they'll be in for the rest of the

year. Having our full roster back was
just a huge boost for our confidence:'
In Saturday's game, the Hawks
shocked the Marauders, who were
ranked number one in the Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS)
rankings, taking the match 3-1 after
dropping the first set. The win was
the first for the purple and gold since
their season opener against the
Royal Military College (RMC) Paladins on Oct. 24.
Full of momentum after knocking
off the 7-0 Marauders, the Hawks
dominated the Gryphons, taking the
match in straight sets.
Wheelan and Wilson both played
key roles in the pair of Hawks wins,
racking up 22 and 17 kills respectively over the two matches.
"[Wheelan and Wilson] definitely
bring a ton of experience as well as
their athleticism;' said White. "Cam
was a first-team OUA all-star last

year, and John is huge on the block
as well as the attack, so they both
bring a lot of kills:'
Despite the early season struggles, White notes the importance of
getting some younger players on the
court early in the season.
"Not having some starters really
toughened us up;' he said. "It gave a
lot of first-years some valuable experience, and that'll be important
down the road:'
The Hawks now sit at 3-5 and
look to extend their winning streak
this weekend when they travel to
Toronto to take on the Ryerson
Rams and the York Lions.
"I think if we can build off these
wins, we have a good chance at going 2-0 next weekend and getting to
.soo," said White. "And that would
be a huge accomplishment, knowing
we were missing some of our starters for almost the whole semester:'

Women's
hockey
moves to

11-0
KEVIN CAMPBELL
STAF F WRITER

Luckily for the Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks' women's hockey team,
veteran Katherine Shirriff was on
thier side as she dished out pain in
more ways than one way on Saturday as she scored twice in a 3-2
Hawks win over the Guelph Gryphons. The Hawks beat the Brock
Badgers 4- o the following night.
In a rematch of last year's Ontario
University Athletics (OUA) finals,
the Hawks and Gryphons exchanged
goals; Shirriff provided some dramatics as she capitalized on a penalty shot awarded in the second
period and sniped a wrister blocker-side on Guelph goalie Danielle
Skoufranis.
( "She can be streaky;' said Hawks
head coach Rick Osborne of Shirriff.
"She's scored five points in one
game, and she's had four in eight
games in the past:'
The penalty shot marker would
relieve the ailing Hawks, who trailed
1-o after the first period on a goal by
Guelph's Jenna Lanzarotta, in which
the right winger went upstairs on
a rare rebound given up by Laurier
goaltender Liz Knox.
Shirriff would fire up Laurier's
offence again early in the third,
deflecting a shot from teammate
Vanessa Bennett for her fifth of the
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Laurier's Abby Rainsberry (11) takes out a Brock centre off a face-off during the Hawks' 4-0 win on Sunday night.

campaign.
The Gryphons would tie it up
just 54 seconds later; catching the
purple and gold back on their heels.
Guelph's Dayna Kanis batted an airlifted puck into the net as the original point shot caught Knox's stick
and flew skywards.
Kate Psota would seal the game
for the Hawks just 1:43later with
an easy bank in play that came off
a perfect pass behind the net from
Brittany Crago.
It wasn't just Shirriff's hands that

were hot on Saturday; she got involved in an altercation late in the
game with Gryphons' centre Erin
Small after Small tried to dig a loose
puck free from Knox who had it covered up.
Shirriff and Small each got roughing minors, with the extra penalty
going to Small.
The two chattered at each other in
an animated dispute after arriving
in the penalty box.
"Shirriff is an emotional player,
and you have to like the passion she

brings to the game," said Osborne.
Both players would cool down,
but Osborne hopes that Shirriff's
scoring prowess doesn't follow suit.
"When she gets a hot hand, you've
got to go with her, and when she
cools off, you've got to sit her down
fora bit:'
With the extra penalty assessed to
Small, Gryphons' head coach Rachel
Flanagan wasn't impressed with the
late-game call.
"The game was played a certain
way all night," she said.

"We drove their net hard and they
drove our net hard all game and the
whistle hadn't gone, so we expect
consistency [in the ref's calls]:'
With emotions running high for
both teams, the Laurier-Guelph rivalry hasn't subsided since last year.
"There's probably a little more
bad blood after tonight's game;' said
a smiling Flanagan.
The number two nationally
ranked Hawks play host to Windsor on Saturday and Western on
Sunday.

Laurier athletes participate in blood drive
TIEJA MACLAUGHLIN
STAFF WRITER

Members of Laurier's men's baseball, men's football and men's rugby teams, along with the women's
rugby and women's lacrosse teams,
were among the 122 donors at a
two-day blood donor clinic this
weekend in memory of Gavin "Superhero" Shaw.
The five-year-old passed away

Nov. 13,2009 after a hard-fought
battle with two extremely rare types
of cancer - Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis (LCH) and Hemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis (HLH);
the conditions have 1 in 2oo,ooo
and 1 in soo,ooo-1,ooo,ooo odds
respectively.
Kylie Masur, a third-year kinesiology student and student athletic trainer, along with six other
volunteers, organized their fifth
blood drive in correspondence with

Canadian Blood Services.
"Gavin's really close to our family," said Masur.
"We are doing it in his honour and
to continue the fight for so many
people out there:'
The 122 pints ofblood that were
collected over the weekend will help
save 366lives, and the $310 raised
for the Help a Child Smile founda tion will assist other children with
similar health problems.
"This was a really good cause we

as a team wanted to be a part of;'
said rugby forward and fourth -year
business student Matt Stonkus.
"It was a really good experience to
be a part of, especially since a lot of
guys had never given blood before,
or hadn't in a few years:'
"It feels great to be able to contribute to an event like this," added
Josh Stickle of the men's baseball
team.
"I met Gavin last year and he was
my inspiration to keep donating.

Just knowing that this will help
other people out is a tribute to him:'
Masur added that participating
in something like this can be a great
team bonding experience.
"Getting the sports teams involved really boosts their morale;'
said Masur.
"They get to do something really meaningful and give back to the
community that gives so much to
them."

